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Governor Jerry Brown released the May Revision to 
his proposed 2012-13 budget on May 14. The May Revision 
updates policy proposals, revenue projections, and estimated 
expenditures for the current year as well as the upcoming 
budget year, which begins on July 1. The May Revision 
estimates a two-year budget gap of $15.7 billion, up from a 
$9.2 billion gap as estimated in January. The May Revision 
identifies lower-than-anticipated tax collections as the primary 
cause of the widening gap. The Governor outlines $16.7 
billion in “solutions” to close the budget gap and provide a 
$1.0 billion reserve.

Spending reductions make up nearly half ($8.3 billion) 
of the “solutions.” In addition, the May Revision assumes that 
voters pass a tax measure that the Governor is attempting 
to place on the November 2012 ballot. The measure would 
temporarily increase personal income tax rates on very-high-
income Californians and boost the sales tax rate by one-
quarter cent, raising an estimated $8.5 billion in 2011-12 and 
2012-13 combined. The May Revision specifies $6.1 billion in 
spending cuts – primarily to schools, colleges, and universities 
– that would automatically take effect in January 2013 if voters 
do not approve the proposed tax measure in November.

Regardless of whether voters pass the tax measure, the 
May Revision proposes deeper cuts to the Medi-Cal and 
In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) programs than those 
proposed in January. The May Revision also includes new 
proposals to reduce spending on state employee compensation 
by more than $400 million and to use the “cash assets” of 
redevelopment agencies – entities that were eliminated in 
February of this year – in order to offset $1.4 billion in state 
spending for schools and community colleges in 2012-13. The 
Governor’s $16.7 billion in budget “solutions” include:

• $8.3 billion in spending reductions, including a $1.2 
billion cut to Medi-Cal, an $879.9 million reduction to the 
California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids 
(CalWORKs) Program, and deep cuts to IHSS, child care, 
the courts, and the Cal Grant college financial aid program;

• $5.9 billion in additional revenues, nearly all of which 
is attributable to the proposed tax measure;

• $2.5 billion in fund shifts, loan payment deferrals, 

borrowing from special funds, and other onetime measures; 
and

• A $1.0 billion reserve.

The following update provides a “quick and dirty” 
summary of key provisions of the May Revision. The CBP 
will update this document as additional details become 
available. The CBP also will prepare analyses of major 
proposals contained in the May Revision over the upcoming 
days and weeks. Please check the CBP website (www.cbp.
org) for corrections and additions to this analysis as additional 
information becomes available. The Governor’s budget 
documents are available online at http://www.ebudget.
ca.gov/.

May reVisioN assuMes Voters aPProVe higher taXes
The Governor’s May Revision assumes that voters will 

approve a ballot measure in November that would raise an 
estimated $8.5 billion in 2011-12 and 2012-13 by temporarily 
increasing personal income tax rates for very-high income 
Californians, as well as temporarily increasing the state sales 
tax. The compromise initiative would create three new tax 
brackets for very-high-income Californians that would be in 
effect for seven years, from 2012 through 2018. Specifically, 
the measure would create:

• A 10.3 percent tax bracket for single taxpayers with 
incomes between $250,000 and $300,000 and married 
taxpayers with incomes between $500,000 and $600,000;

• An 11.3 percent tax bracket for single taxpayers with 
incomes between $300,000 and $500,000 and married 
taxpayers with incomes between $600,000 and $1 million; 
and

• A 12.3 percent tax bracket for single taxpayers with 
incomes above $500,000 and married taxpayers with incomes 
above $1 million.

In addition, the measure would increase the state sales 
tax rate by one-quarter cent for four years, from January 1, 
2013 through December 31, 2016. The new personal income 
tax brackets would raise an estimated $7.8 billion in 2011-12 
and 2012-13, and the quartercent sales tax rate increase would 
raise approximately $700 million in 2012-13. The additional 
revenues would be earmarked for schools and community 
colleges and would increase the Proposition 98 school funding 
guarantee by an estimated $2.9 billion. Because the new 
dollars would count toward the Proposition 98 guarantee, the 
remainder of the new revenues – an estimated $5.6 billion – 
would be “freed up” to help close the budget gap.

As with the Governor’s original proposal, the compromise 
measure addresses the “realignment” of public safety, mental 
health, and social service programs that were transferred 
to the counties in 2011-12, along with a portion of existing 
sales tax and Vehicle License Fee (VLF) revenues to fund the 
program shift. The compromise measure, for example, would 
add the realignment revenue transfer to the state Constitution 
in order to ensure that counties have a stable and ongoing 
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CONNECTIONS

Bruce Giudici

Stockton is facing the 
biggest crisis in its history 
- and, without creditors 
taking a long-term view and 
voluntarily accepting less 
than they are legally owed, 
bankruptcy will happen. In 
this greed-marinated climate, 
there is no question that the 
tendency is for creditors to 
grab whatever they have 
coming to them: Exhibit A 
of this type is Wells Fargo. 
Creditors whose debts are 
secured by property will 
resist a mediated settlement 
- since they will receive 
less than what they legally 
have coming. And this is 
the heart of the problem: 
in a competitive market 

economy, taking less than 
full value is unforgivable. We 
can hope that all creditors 
will come to a community-
friendly solution, but that 
would require sacrifice we 
seldom see these days.

And so, it’s election time 
once again. Connections has, 
in the past and from time to 
time, described long lists of 
initiatives on the upcoming 
ballot (which we will in 
October) - and also refrains 
from endorsing individual 
candidates (due to our non-
profit educational mission). 

This primary -  there are 
only 2 initiatives which require 
little explanation. Prop 28 
allows term limits to make 
the best use of our legislators 
time in office (serving 12 
years in a single office rather 

than 14. split between two). 
Prop 29 increases the cost 
of the deadliest legal drug 
on the market today, most 
importantly decreasing use 
while raising a little money as 
well. Approving both would 
be good.

As to the individual 
races, values are key. 
Values measure how we 
treat one another -  through 
understanding, respect and 
empathy. We at the Peace 
and Justice Network prefer 
candidates who perceive the 
problems of our neighbors 
without judgment, and 
develop solutions that above 
all do no harm. Through 
actions witnessed, mailings 
received, and messages 
endured in today’s polarized 
political climate, it is easy to 

determine who empathizes 
and who judges. You make 
the choice. 

The local non-partisan 
races are less advertised 
and hyped, but the selection 
criteria is the same: 
understanding, respect 
and empathy. In a fiscally-
limited world of our own 
making, are our candidates 
working to expand the pie 
or determined to make 
do with smaller slices? As 
mentioned in past editorials, 
we have seen public budgets 
cut to the bone, while the 

1% (doing better than at any 
time since the 1920’s)  have 
not been asked to sacrifice. 
Cutting budgets to balance 
only extends the misery, 
both in diminished services 
and in the economic effect of 
taking money out of the local 
economy. Local politicians 
must find revenues to 
support our local services, 
while lobbying our state and 
federal representatives for 
more support. See what your 
candidate is doing - and vote 
accordingly. Happy election.

Understanding, respect, 
empathy

Democrats pander to the 1%

An open letter to 
Governor Brown:

I heard your voice 
on the radio saying that if 
more cuts are needed, they 
will come from education 
because “that’s where the 
money is!” The reference 
was to the oft-quoted answer 
to the question, “Why do you 
rob banks?” That little joke, 
right there, points to the heart 
of our budget disasters and to 
the thinking that keeps the 
disasters in place.

Where is the money? In 
cuts to public education? In 
cuts to welfare and childcare? 
No, the money is in the hands 
of the super rich. Not in public 
schools where California’s 
spending is near the bottom 
of all the states.

Every single time 
that you speak about the 
budget you have a chance to 

improve the system, or not. 
You and your Democratic 
Party colleagues hold huge 
majorities in both houses of 
the legislature and 100% of 
the statewide offices from 
Governor to State Controller 
to Insurance Commissioner. 
Every time you speak and do 
not condemn the two-thirds 
majority required to raise 
taxes, you are selling out the 
99% and pandering to the 
1%.

I cannot wait until 
representatives in Sacramento 
– the current batch or new 
ones we will elect – catch up 
with the rest of us. Led by 
the young people of Occupy, 
the social movements have 
shifted from the plea of “Stop 
The Cuts” to demanding the 
solution, “Tax The Rich.” 
Statistics are readily available 
to explain to people who 
love old Prop 13 and its two-

thirds vote requirement that 
their love is misplaced and 
unrequited.

Explain that California 
has 94 billionaires with a total 
wealth of $311 billion. Only 
10% of that wealth would close 
the budget gap. Although 
it would be a hardship for 
6 people since they would 
no longer be billionaires, 
and would only have $900 
million, they would probably 
get it back within a year. 
California would not have 
to cut welfare, childcare, and 
schools.

Explain how our tax 
structure is upside down. As 
updated every year by the 
California Budget Project, 
when you look at family 
income and all state and local 
taxes, not just income tax, 
the poorest 20% pay a higher 
tax rate than the richest 
1%. Families who average 

$12,600 pay 11.1% and those 
who average $2.3 million pay 
7.8%. That’s where the money 
is. Wealth like that used to be 
taxed at higher rates, and in 
those times people could still 
get richer.

Explain that a bipartisan 
budget agreement in favor 
of the 99% is a fantasy and 
will never be reached when 
slightly more than 1/3 of 
California legislators have 
signed a pledge that they 
will never vote to raise taxes. 
The 2/3 requirement gives 
that 1/3 minority veto power 
over taxing the rich. The only 
bipartisan budget agreement 
operating right now is the 

silence about the rotten parts 
of old Proposition 13.

You were Governor 
in 1978 when Proposition 
13, with all of its damaging 
unintended consequences 
(unintended by the voters), 
was voted into law. It is only 
fitting that you should undo 
its damage now.

Sincerely,

Laura Wells

Laura WeLLs Was 
the Green Party 
candidate for ca 
Governor in 2010.  find 
her onLine at httP://
LauraWeLLssoLutions.
com

David Hacker 
to be ordained

 God willing & the people consenting the Rt. Rev. 
James E. Waggoner, Jr., Bishop of the Diocese of Spokane 
will ordain David Carl Hacker to the Sacred Order of 
Priests Sunday, the 10th of June, Two Thousand Twelve at 
four o’clock in the afternoon at the Campbell Farm, 2527 
Campbell Rd, Wapato, Washington 98951. Also at the 
reception David and friends will also be celebrating his 
son Zachary’s graduation from high school and daughter 
Hilary’s Masters Degree.Congratulations.

Note: David Hacker was the Executive Director 
of the Emergency Food Bank in the 1990’s.
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source of funding to support realigned programs. In addition,  
the compromise measure clarifies that the revenues shifted to 
counties would not count toward the Proposition 98 school 
funding guarantee. 

deePer Cuts if Voters refuse taXes
The Governor proposes to automatically trigger an 

additional $6.1 billion in midyear spending reductions if 
voters reject the initiative that the Governor seeks to qualify 
for the November 2012 ballot. These cuts would take effect on 
January 1, 2013 and would primarily target K-12 and higher 
education. If voters do not approve the Governor’s proposed 
tax increase, the following cuts would be triggered:

• $5.5 billion from public schools and community 
colleges;

• $250.0 million from the University of California;
• $250.0 million from the California State University;
• $50.0 million from the Department of Developmental 

Services;
• $10.6 million in reduced grants to local law enforcement 

for water safety patrols;
• $10.0 million from the Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection;
• $6.6 million from flood control programs;
• $5.0 million in reduced funding for Department of 

Fish and Game wardens and non-warden programs, reduced 
funding for state park rangers, and eliminated funding for 
lifeguards at state beaches; and

• $1.0 million from the Department of Justice’s law 
enforcement programs.
________________________________
Source: California Budget Project report issued 5/16/12. http://
www.cbp.org/pdfs/2012/120514_May_Revise.pdf

Brian LeuBitz

With the recent 
announcement of a bigger 
than expected deficit, Gov. 
Brown has announced 
bigger than expected cuts are 
coming in his May revision 
of the budget. The gap 
grew, the budget revision 
states, because Brown over-
estimated tax revenues by 
$4.3 billion and the federal 
government and courts 
blocked $1.7 billion in cuts 
the state wanted to make. The 
remainder of the difference 
reflects an increase in the 
amount of money the state 
is mandated to spend on 
education under a complex 
voter-approved formula.

To close the wider gap, 
Brown has heightened the 
cuts he wants to make to 
Medi-Cal, to $1.2 billion, 
and maintained another $1.2 
billion in welfare and child-
care savings he proposed in 
January.  He also wants to 
slash payments to people who 

care for the disabled by 7% 
and reduce the state payroll 
through a shorter workweek 
or wage concessions. He 
proposed $500 million in cuts 
to the state’s struggling court 
system, including a one-year 
freeze on all new construction 
projects.(LA Times). That’s 
just the best case scenario 
there. As horrendous as that 
may be, if the tax measure 
in November doesn’t pass, 
Brown is set to do a triggered 
cut of $5.5 billion and $3 
billion in other cuts.  

At this point, the waste 
is gone. We are cutting 
vital services that won’t just 
magically reappear when 
times get better. We are 
fundamentally changing how 
we treat each other, and we 
are letting social darwinism 
run amok. It’s a tragedy of 
immense proportions, and 
no saviors are riding in from 
the horizon.
________________________________
Source: Calitics 5/14/12 
www.calitics.com

In case you have forgotten, California is scheduled to 
close 70 state parks on July 1, 2012. Here is the list:

Anderson Marsh State Historic Park
Annadel State Park
Antelope Valley Indian Museum State Historic Park
Austin Creek State Recreation Area
Bale Grist Mill State Historic Park
Benbow Lake State Recreation Area
Benicia State Recreation Area
Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park
Bothe-Napa Valley State Park
Brannan Island State Recreation Area
California State Mining and Mineral Museum
Candlestick Point State Recreation Area
Castle Crags State Park
Castle Rock State Park
China Camp State Park
Fort Humboldt State Historic Park
Fort Tejon State Historic Park
Garrapata State Park
George J. Hatfield State Recreation Area
Governors Mansion State Historic Park
Gray Whale Cove State Beach
Greenwood State Beach
Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park
Hendy Woods State Park
Jack London State Historic Park
Jug Handle State Reserve
Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic Park
Limekiln State Park
Malakoff Diggins State Historic Park
Manchester State Park
McConnell State Recreation Area
McGrath State Beach
Morro Strand State Beach
Moss Landing State Beach
Olompali State Historic Park
Palomar Mountain State Park
Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park
Picacho State Recreation Area
Pio Pico State Historic Park
Plumas-Eureka State Park
Point Cabrillo Light Station Park Property
Portola Redwoods State Park
Providence Mountains State Recreation Area
Railtown 1897 State Historic Park
Russian Gulch State Park
Saddleback Butte State Park
Salton Sea State Recreation Area
San Pasqual Battlefield State Historic Park
Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park
Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
Shasta State Historic Park
Standish-Hickey State Recreation Area
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park
Tule Elk State Reserve
Turlock Lake State Recreation Area
Woods Lake Carson Pass
Ranch Connolly April 28, 2012
Photo by Victor Gonzalez
(Park Closures Continued from Page 9)
Twin Lakes State Beach
Weaverville Joss House State Historic Park
Westport-Union Landing State Beach
William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park
Woodson Bridge State Recreation Area
Zmudowski State Beach

________________________________
Source: Sierra Club Peatduster June - August 2012  http://
www.motherlode.sierraclub.org/deltasierra/

More pain to 
come

Planned State 
Park closures

Mainstream Media = Truth?
Check out the Alternatives
and Find out for yourself!

If you tap in to some of the alternative media, 
you will get a very different perspective on 
events. Especially now, when the mainstream 
media often acts as a cheerleader for whatever 
the administration does, it’s necessary to go a 
little further to get your news. An internet 
connection is helpful.

Firedoglake http://firedoglake.com
Emptywheel 
http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/ 
Calitics http://www.calitics.com/ 
Eschaton http://www.eschatonblog.com/
Huffington Post http://www.huffingtonpost.com 
Hullabaloo http://digbysblog.blogspot.com
Daily Kos http://www.dailykos.com
Talking Points Memo 
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com
TPM Muckraker 
http://www.tpmmuckraker.com/ 
FiveThirtyEight.com 
http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/ 
Congress Matters 
http://www.congressmatters.com
Think Progress http://thinkprogress.com
Down With Tyranny 
http://downwithtyranny.blogspot.com/ 
Crooks and Liars 
http://www.crooksandliars.com
Media Matters http://mediamatters.org/ 
Common Dreams: 
http://www.commondreams.org/
Truth Out: http://www.truthout.org/
Raw Story http://www.rawstory.com
Open Left http://www.openleft.com/ 
AlterNet http://www.alternet.org/ 
Independent Media Center 
http://www.indymedia.org
The Nation http://www.thenation.com/
Hightower News 
http://www.webactive.com/hightower/
Mother Jones http://www.motherjones.com/
In These Times http://inthesetimes.com/
The Guardian 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/
Corporate Watch 
http://www.corpwatch.org/home/PHH.jsp
KPFA (94.1 FM) provides excellent coverage on 
many issues. You can listen on the internet at 
http://www.kpfa.org
Democracy Now! on KPFA, 94.1 FM and 
KVMR, 89.5 FM or on the web at: 
http://www.democracynow.org

additioNaL 
reVeNue

CONTINUED FROm PAGE 1
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FCC: Break up the big media monopoly

Now is the time to increase 
social security

carL GiBson

In a functioning 
democracy, the media is the 
people’s voice, and the entity 
responsible for holding power 
accountable. Without a free 
media fairly scrutinizing the 
decisions of political and 
economic power brokers and 
bringing important events 
to light, elected officials and 
corporate CEOs would be 
corrupt and unaccountable to 
the people.

It doesn’t take a genius 
to look around and see that 
power is clearly corrupt, the 
voice of the people is being 
silenced, and that the media 
has become the voice of the 
power they’re supposed to 
hold accountable.

The media isn’t reporting 
on the fact that the FDA, 
the federal agency charged 
with inspecting the food 
that ends up on the shelves 
at our stores, has become a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of 
agribusiness giants. Monsanto 
gets their hazardous GMO 
crops sped through FDA 
approval processes to 
increase their sales revenue 
while potentially hurting all 
of us. And, despite dangerous 
amounts of E-coli and other 
diseases coming up in poultry, 
the FDA is letting chicken 
processing plants inspect 
their own product. Instead of 
informing the public of what 
they were eating, mainstream 
news pundits were busy 

on the fact that the income 
gap in the United States is 
wider than even in Uganda, 
Ecuador and Rwanda, the 
conventional media was 
too busy covering Newt 
Gingrich’s departure from 
the tiresome 2012 horse race, 
er, presidential election.

While it’s easy to be a 
snobby media connoisseur 
and turn up our noses to 
the mainstream media, this 
problem is too grave to ignore 
and too easy to solve. The 
reason the bulk of the most 
important information won’t 
ever reach the exact people 
the Occupy movement is 
reaching out to is because 
90% of all media Americans 
consume is owned by six 
corporations. To put that in 
perspective, 232 executives 
at GE, NewsCorp, Disney, 
Viacom, Time Warner and 
CBS are deciding what 
277 million Americans will 
watch, read and listen to 
every day. That’s one media 
executive for every 850,000 
subscribers.

There’s an easy fix 
that doesn’t involve new 
legislation or Constitutional 
amendments: make the 
government do its job. Since 
1995, the FCC forbade any 
company from owning more 
than 40 stations.

Currently, Clear 
Channel owns 1,200 radio 
stations. We have antitrust 
laws already in place that 
broke up colossal monopolies 

obsessing over the latest of 
many outrageously stupid 
remarks that came out of 
Herman Cain/Rick Perry/
Rick Santorum’s mouth.

There was nary a peep 
in mainstream newspapers 
and cable news channels 
when tens of thousands of 
people took over their city 
streets during the Occupy 
movement’s May Day 
protests as part of a global 
citizen-led resistance against 
austerity and corporate-
controlled government. Even 
though Occupy Wall Street 
pressured Governor Cuomo 
to implement a millionaire’s 
tax he initially opposed, 
even though the Israeli youth 
movement pressured their 
government to make the 
richest citizens pay their fair 
share of taxes, even though 
hundreds of thousands 
of students in Canada 
protested against austerity as 
part of the nation’s biggest 
demonstration in history, 
the mainstream news media 
was laser-focused on telling 
their readers that the US 
government had heard the 
demands of a lone Chinese 
activist, and was willing to 
meet him on his terms.

News came out this week 
showing that corporations 
made a record $824 billion 
last year, and CEOs made 
231 times more than their 
workers in 2011. Instead of 
being like their independent 
counterparts and reporting 

like the kind Standard Oil had 
in its heyday. Why should big 
media monopolies be exempt 
from those laws?

Of course, making the 
government do its job means 
putting people in office who 
will do the people’s bidding, 
rather than the current 
crop of corporate puppets 
financed by corporations, 
who will do everything they 
can to deregulate corporate 
power while in office.

Like the banks, the 
media shouldn’t be too big 
to fail. By breaking up big 
media companies into smaller 
entities that are forced to 
compete with each other, 
we’ll end up with fairer, more 
accurate coverage, and a 
more informed voting public. 
And, chances are good that 
a more informed public will 
undo past mistakes of voting 
for politicians who sold them 
out to the highest bidder.

carL GiBson, 25, is co-
founder of us uncut, 
< h t t P : / / u s u n c u t .
orG> a nationWide 
creative direct-
action movement 
that moBiLized tens of 
thousands of activists 
aGainst corPorate tax 
avoidance and BudGet 
cuts in the months 
LeadinG uP to the 
occuPy WaLL street 
movement. 
________________________________
Source: Reader Supported News 
| Perspective 5/8/12  http://
readersupportednews.org/

Jon WaLker 

The collapse in home 
values (a main source of 
personal wealth for many), 
the big drop in the stock 
market following the 
economy meltdown, and the 
long term trend away from 
traditional pensions have, 
surprisingly, left a growing 
majority of adults feeling they 
don’t have enough saved for 
retirement. In response to 
the Gallup polling question 
- When you retire, do you 
think you will have enough 
money to live comfortably, 
or not? - less than ten years 
ago you had large majorities 
believing they had enough 
set aside for their old age. 
Since 2008 there has been 
a total reversal. Now only 

retirement systems.
Instead, the “crisis” with 

Social Security our elected 
officials in Washington 
appear to be so worried about 
is that the program is merely 
fully funded for the next two 
decades. Given the recent 
surge in people worrying 
about being able to afford 
retirement, the last thing we 
need is cuts to Social Security 
benefits, yet that is what 
members of both parties have 
been trying to do for the past 
few years. Anyone who says 
we “don’t have the money” 
should be directed to look at 
our military budget, which is 
roughly five times larger then 
the next largest country’s.
________________________________
Source: FireDog Lake 4/27/12  
http://fdlaction.firedoglake.com

38% think they have enough 
for retirement, while 55% 
believe they do not.

An honest look at the 
total situation should lead 
people to the conclusion that 
the only real crisis with Social 
Security is that its benefits 
are not large enough. Given 
the collapse of the other two 
primary sources of retirement 
income, personal savings and 
employer pensions, there 
is a real need to increase 
the size of the public social 
insurance system which has 
been working well in these 
times. With so many people 
struggling at this moment, 
what Congress should 
currently be working at is 
modestly increasing Social 
Security to make up for the 
break down of our private 

Pres. Barack H. obama, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, 
NW, Washington DC 20500. 202—456—1414; www.whitehouse.gov

Sen. Barbara Boxer, 1700 Montgomery St, Ste 240, San Francisco, 
CA 94111. 415—403—0100; 112 Hart Building, Washington, DC 20510. 
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein, one Post Street, Ste 2450, San Francisco, CA 
94104. 415—249—0707; 331 Hart Building, Washington, DC 20510. 
202—224—3841, senator@feinstein.senate.gov

Rep. Jerry McNerney (D—11th District) 2222 Grand Canal Blvd #7, 
Stockton, CA 95207. 209—476—8552. Fax 209—476—8587. 312 Cannon 
House office Bldg., Washington DC 20515; info@jerrymcnerney.org, 
925—833—0643, http://www.JerryMcNerney.org

Rep. Dennis Cardoza (D—District 18) 137 E. Weber Ave, Stockton, CA 
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Rep. Dan Lungren (R—District 3), 2262 Rayburn House office Building, 
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Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 2201 C St, NW Washington, DC 
20520

Gov. Jerry Brown, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814. 916—445—2841

State Sen. Lois Wolk (District 5), 31 E Channel St, Room 440, Stockton, 
CA 95202. 209—948—7930; State Capitol, Rm 4032, Sacramento, CA 
95814. 916—651—4005

Assemblyperson kathleen Galgiani (District 17), 31 E. Channel St., Rm. 
306, Stockton CA 95202, 209—948—7479
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High cost health care: US 
spending ‘dwarfs’ other countries

Bombs or bread - Congress must 
decide

not seem to get better quality 
for this higher spending.”

For example, 
prescription drug prices were 
a third higher in the U.S. 
compared to Canada and 
Germany, and more than 
double the prices in Australia, 
France, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, and the United 
Kingdom, according to the 
Commonwealth report. In 
comparison, Japan managed 
the lowest medical spending 
of the 13 countries through 
strong price regulation.

“Japan offers an 
interesting model for 
controlling costs...Japan 
operates a fee-for-service 
system, while offering 
unrestricted access to 
specialists and hospitals and 
a large supply of MRI and 
CT scanners.

Rather than containing 
costs by restricting access, 

Japan instead sets health care 
prices to keep total health 
spending within a budget 
allotted by the government.” 
Spending in Japan increased 
by only 2 percentage 
points in two decades; by 
comparison spending in the 
US increased by 8 percentage 
points in the same time. All 
of the countries in the study, 
except for the U.S., provide 
universal health care.

Higher prices and 
greater use of technology 
appear to be the main factors 
driving the high rates of 
U.S. spending, rather than 
greater use of physician 
and hospital services, finds 
study author David Squires, 
senior research associate at 
The Commonwealth Fund. 
His report, Explaining 
High Health Care Spending 
in the United States: An 
International Comparison of 
Supply, Utilization, Prices, 
and Quality, presents analysis 
of prices and health care 
spending in 13 industrialized 
countries.

U.S. health care spending 
amounted to more than 17 
percent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 2009, 
compared with 12 percent or 
less in other study countries. 
Japan’s spending, which was 
the lowest, amounted to less 
than 9 percent of GDP. [...]

High U.S. spending on 
health care does not seem to 
be explained by either greater 
supply or higher utilization of 

health care services. There 
were 2.4 physicians per 
100,000 population in the U.S. 
in 2009, fewer than in all the 
countries in the study except 
Japan. The U.S. also had the 
fewest doctor consultations 
(3.9 per capita) of any country 
except Sweden. Relative to 
the other countries in the 
study, the U.S also had few 
hospital beds, short lengths 
of stay for acute care, and few 
hospital discharges per 1,000 
population. On the other 
hand, U.S. hospital stays 
were far more expensive than 
those in other countries—
more than $18,000 per 
discharge. By comparison, 
the cost per discharge in 
Canada was about $13,000, 
while in Sweden, Australia, 
New Zealand, France, and 
Germany it was less than 
$10,000. [...]

All of the countries in 
the study, except for the U.S., 
provide universal health 
care, and all struggle with 
rising health costs. The level 
of health care spending in 
the U.S., however, stands 
apart. If the U.S. were to 
spend the same share of its 
GDP on health care as the 
Netherlands—the country 
spending the next-largest 
share of GDP—the savings 
would have been $750 billion 
in 2009.
________________________________
Source: Common Dreams 5/3/12 
http://www.commondreams.org

A new study released 
today by the Commonwealth 
Fund reveals the US spends 
far more on health care 
than 12 other ‘industrialized 
countries’; however, the US 
does not provide ‘superior’ 
care in any way. Rather, the 
high spending is attributed 
to steep prices in medication, 
health services, and hospital 
stays, as well as skyrocketing 
rates of obesity and diabetes. 
“It is a common assumption 
that Americans get more 
health care services than 
people in other countries, 
but in fact we do not go to 
the doctor or the hospital 
as often,” says study author 
David Squires. “The higher 
prices we pay for health care 
and perhaps our greater use 
of expensive technology are 
the more likely explanations 
for high health spending in 
the U.S. Unfortunately, we do 

About half of all recipients of 
SNAP benefits are children, 
approximately eight percent 
are seniors and 20 percent 
of households contain 
people with disabilities. It 
is imperative that Congress 
support this vital program 
instead of drastically cutting 
it.

Over the last few years, 
there has been an increase 
in participation in SNAP; 
our country has undergone 
a serious economic recession 
that millions of Americans 
still find themselves 
struggling to overcome. The 
SNAP program is doing 
exactly what it is designed to 

do: react quickly and grow to 
meet the needs of those who 
need assistance.

The Sequester 
Replacement Reconciliation 
Act being considered 
continues the trend of 
cutting spending on 
assistance programs when 
they are needed most, 
including SNAP, to fund the 
continuation of unnecessary 
and unwarranted wars 
overseas. Many economists 
agree that spending for SNAP 
stimulates the economy; 
according to Mark Zandi, 
a $1 increase in food stamp 
payments boosts GDP by 
$1.73.

SNAP is a vital 
assistance program that 
allows Americans of modest 
means to avoid hunger. 
This Congress must act 
responsibly on behalf of the 
American people and work 
to ensure full access to SNAP 
for our most vulnerable. 
Funding an already bloated 
military budget with cuts 
to the poor is a choice that 
speaks to the core of who we 
are as a nation. 

conGressman dennis 
kucinich Links: home 
<httP://kucinich.house.
Gov>
________________________________
Source: CommonDreams.org 5/11/12 
www.commondreams.org

Congressman Dennis 
Kucinich (D-OH) today 
released the following 
video in advance of today’s 
expected vote on the 
Sequestration Replacement 
Reconciliation Act which 
raids, among other domestic 
programs, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
to fund the military budget.

The full text follows:
The Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program, 
or SNAP, has been and 
continues to be a lifeline for 
45 million seniors, children, 
parents, low-wage workers 
and unemployed persons. 
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The U.S. military has been teaching its future leaders 
that a “total war” against the world’s 1.4 billion Muslims will 
be necessary to protect America from terrorists, according 
to documents released today in a stunning story in Wired’s 
Danger Room. Hundreds of US military officers have enrolled 
in the course on Islamic radicalism since it was first offered 
four years ago at the Defense Department’s Joint Forces Staff 
College in Norfolk, Virginia.

aMoNg the other ChiLLiNg assertioNs iN the doCu-
MeNts:

• advocating “total war” against the world’s Muslims
• “taking war to a civilian population wherever necessary”
• using the lessons of “Hiroshima” to wipe out whole 

cities at once
• applying “the historical precedents of Dresden, Tokyo, 

Hiroshima, Nagasaki” to Islam’s holiest cities, and bringing 
about “Mecca and Medina[‘s] destruction.”

• “By conservative estimates,” 10 percent of the world’s 
Muslims, “a staggering 140 million people  hate everything 
you stand for and will never coexist with you, unless you 
submit” to Islam

• international laws protecting civilians in wartime are 
“no longer relevant.”

“We have now come to understand that there is no such 
thing as ‘moderate Islam,’” a July 2011 presentation states. 
“It is therefore time for the United States to make our true 

intentions clear. This barbaric ideology will no longer be 
tolerated. Islam must change or we will facilitate its self-
destruction.”

The class, led by Army Lt. Col. Matthew A. Dooley, was 
cancelled last month, and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff recently ordered the military to reexamine training 
material to be sure no similar content exists. Lt. Col. Dooley, 
still holds his position at the Joint Forces Staff College.

aMoNg the CLass MateriaLs:
Former FBI employee John Guandolo’s action items 

for US military officers on what they can do to in their own 
communities to fight the “enemy.”

What can you do
1. Educate yourselves about the true nature of the threat.
2. Assign someone within your group to do a deep dive 

on this so you begin developing an internal expert on this 
material.

3. Study the “Usual Responses” document.
4. Begin sharing this information with close friends and 

selected others individually. Then in very small groups. Learn 
from these encounters, and encourage them to challenge you.

5. Study Insurgencies and Counterinsurgencies. 
Understand that LOCAL POLICE are the tip of the spear, 
and this problem will be solved by citizens at the LOCAL 
level.

6. Know the ideological literature when you see it (Qutb, 
Maududi, etc). Possession of this material may change the 
threshold for “reasonable suspicion” and “probable cause” 
for law enforcement.

7. Identify key individuals in your community who are 
likely to be open to listening to this information. Prepare 
yourself. Practice. Give the presentation. Encourage them. 
Follow up.

8. Identify key Muslim Brothers and MB organizations 
in your community.

9. Develop a small group of like-minded patriots who 
have studied and understand the threat. Strategize to regain 
control of your community.

10.  Do NOT over-organize. Think like the enemy. Be 
fluid.

11.  Do not discuss your strategy publicly.
12. Know your allies.
13. Consider joining a grassroots organization - locally 

and nationally (ACT! For America for instance).
14. Those in the community who are assisting the enemy 

(wittingly or unwittingly) should be exposed. This can be 
done in a number of ways. Consider spending time recruiting/

educating a member of the local media - especially a young, 
aggressive reporter from the local paper.

15.  Put the heat on those elected officials helping the 
enemy. Be aggressive. Take a crowd to a city council meeting 
and demand action. This is one tactic that works.

16.  Push back at every turn. Do not allow any compliance 
with Shari’ah at any level.

17.  Study the foundational principles of America, the 
Declaration and the Constitution. We must know the enemy 
AND we must know ourselves.

18.  Create an education campaign for the community 
that stresses TRUTH and FACTS.

19.  Engage your local police department and city 
attorney on this issue. When speaking with attorneys ensure 
you keep your language focused on Islamic LAW and that it 
is diametrically opposed to Article 6 of the US Constitution.

20.  Engage leaders of local churches and synagogues.
21.  Initiate a relationship with a key member of your 

local town council, your state representative/senator, and 
your US Congressmen and Senators. Go slowly. Don’t give 
them the entire block of information in one sitting. Ask 
them the questions - act concerned not over-the-top. Remain 
objective and UNEMOTIONAL. Be consistent.

22.  Speak to the leadership of your state National Guard 
about the Islamic Movement.

23.  Learn what is going on at the Islamic Schools and 
Mosques in your community. Request to see the teaching 
materials.

24.  Attend functions at the local college when someone 
speaks truthfully about Islam and observe the reaction.

25.  Go to the local mosques and ask them if you can speak 
at Friday prayers and share the Gospel with the attendees.

26.  Engage your local FBI Field Office and ask them 
about the amount of training they receive on the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Islamic Doctrine, and the Islamic Movement in 
the U.S. and across the globe.

27.  Know that if you are effective, there will be push 
back from the other side - the MB. Have a TEAM assembled. 
Don’t go it alone. Remember to target the good guys who are 
helping the bad guys first. If ‘you go after a Muslim Brother 
to create a public issue, get help from someone with a deep 
level of knowledge on this and plan well. The MB has an 
entire machine ready to pounce on you. Don’t give them the 
opportunity.

28.  Remember - we are at war. Act like it. You are part 
of a resistance movement, not a social club.
________________________________

Source: Common Dreams 5/10/12 http://www.commondreams.org

us military taught officers: “hiroshima” tactics 
for “total war” on islam

National Defense Act: support 4 key amendments
The National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) 
has passed through the House 
Armed Services Committee 
(HASC) with many onerous 
and controversial provisions. 
(So controversial that 237 
amendments have been 
offered on the NDAA.) 
Tri-Valley CAREs wants 
to bring the following 
four amendments to your 
attention to take action. 

When viewing the 
NDAA on the whole, 
perhaps the most striking 
overall impression is that 
in this era of “austerity” 
the Republican controlled 
HASC added hundreds of 

millions of dollars to nuclear 
weapons programs OVER 
the already too generous 
funding the administration 
requested. To address this, 
Representative Jared Polis 
(D-Colorado) has introduced 
Amendment #165 that would 
strike funding for nuclear 
weapons activities beyond 
the administration’s budget 
request.

Several provisions in the 
NDAA would gut oversight 
and safety at nuclear weapons 
sites, including Lawrence 
Livermore National 
Laboratory. One NDAA 
provision puts the defense 
contractors in charge of 

safety and another weakens 
oversight by the independent 
Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board. Thankfully, 
an amendment has been 
offered to undo the 
damage. Sponsored by local 
Representative George Miller 
(D-Martinez), Amendment 
#167 would remove the 
bad language and delete the 
weakening provisions,  thus 
maintaining the existing 
safety protections for workers 
and the public.

Additionally, the NDAA 
adds $100,000,000 to the 
Chemistry and Metallurgy 
Research Replacement-
Nuclear Facility at Los 

Alamos, depite the 
administration’s request that 
the facility be put on a 5-year 
delay. Amendment #67 
offered by Representative 
Ed Markey (D-Mass.) would 
eliminate funding for the 
Chemistry and Metallurgy 
Research Replacement-
Nuclear Facility in the 
authorization bill.

Our local 
Representative, John 
Garamendi (D-Livermore), 
has offered Amendment 
#130 to require that Congress 
receive further studies and 
analyses regarding the costs 
associated with building a 
third U.S. Ground-based 

Midcourse Missile Defense 
site to be located on the East 
Coast. His amendment would 
halt the reckless forward 
momentum and funding in 
the NDAA for an East Coast 
Missile Defense site.

Out of the 237 
amendments being offered, 
these four are key to 
addressing the dangerous 
effects that the NDAA would 
otherwise have on nuclear 
weapons policy, facilities 

and communities across the 
country. A vote is expected 
beginning tomorrow.
Action: Urge your 
representative to support 
Amendments #165, 
#167, #67 and #130 to 
the National Defense 
Authorization Act. 
________________________________
Source:  Tri-Valley CAREs, Communities 
Against A Radioactive Environment 
release 5/15/12 www.trivalleycares.
org  2582 Old First Street, Livermore, 
CA 94551. 925-443-7148
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aLan Grayson

In the airport in Atlanta yesterday, I happened to be 
standing next to some American soldiers, wearing camouflage, 
on their way to Afghanistan. They knew the name of the 
province that they were going to, but they were arguing over 
what part of the country that province is in. One said the 
east. One said the south. One said the west. One of them 
thought that their destination was near Kandahar, but then 
they started arguing over where Kandahar is located.

I hope that they get it all sorted out before the shooting 
starts.

If they don’t know what part of the country that they’re 
going to, then what are the chances that they speak the 
local language? (There are 48 different native languages in 
Afghanistan.) What are the chances that they know anything 
about Islam? (Which is practiced by more than 99 percent of 
all Afghans, language differences notwithstanding.)

To little fanfare, President Obama announced last week 
that he signed an agreement to extend the US military 
occupation of Afghanistan for twelve more years. No one 
noted the irony of this, since under our Constitution, President 
Obama can be president for no more than another four and 
a half years.

Also under our Constitution, a treaty requires the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the Senate. (Article II, Section 
2, Clause 2). No one in the Obama administration even took 

a stab at explaining why this agreement with a foreign power 
was not being submitted to the Senate for concurrence. But 
the reason is obvious: the Senate would not concur.

Also under our Constitution, you will search in vain for 
any provision that authorizes a lengthy military occupation of 
a foreign country. In fact, the Constitution does not authorize 
a standing Army, much less an

Army standing in Kabul. In the Bizarro world in 
which we live, we have 27 attorneys general challenging 
the constitutionality of 35 million Americans getting health 

coverage, but no one challenges the constitutionality of an 
undeclared war (see Article I, Section 8 on that) that has now 
entered its second decade.

Presidential candidates Obama and Clinton obviously 
were separated by race and gender, but one of the few things 
that separated them on policy was Clinton’s vote in favor of 
the war in Iraq, contrasted with Obama’s 2002 statement that 
the war in Iraq was “dumb.” This is what State Sen. Barack 
Obama said, in October 2002, in the Federal Plaza in Chicago:

“I don’t oppose all wars. What I am opposed to is a dumb 
war. What I am opposed to is a rash war. What I am opposed 
to is the cynical attempt by Richard Perle and Paul Wolfowitz 
and other armchair, weekend warriors in this administration 
to shove their own ideological agendas down our throats, 
irrespective of the costs in lives lost and in hardships borne. 
What I am opposed to is the attempt by political hacks like 
Karl Rove to distract us from a rise in the uninsured, a rise 
in the poverty rate, a drop in the median income, to distract 
us from corporate scandals and a stock market that has just 
gone through the worst month since the Great Depression. 
That’s what I’m opposed to. A dumb war. A rash war. A war 
based not on reason but on passion, not on principle but on 
politics.”

Obama was talking about the war in Iraq. But let’s be 
honest. At this point, after 11 years of pointless, fruitless, 
endless war, doesn’t all of that apply equally to the war in 
Afghanistan?

aLan Grayson is a former us rePresentative for 
fLorida’s eiGhth conGressionaL district, servinG 
from 2009 untiL 2011. he is a candidate for a 
neWLy crafted district 9 seat that has emerGed 
from fLorida’s recent redistrictinG.

________________________________
Source: Truthout 5/10/12 http://truth-out.org

President Obama’s top counter-terrorism adviser early 
May publicly confirmed that the United States conducts 
targeted killings of suspected terrorists using drones. In a 
speech at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, John 
Brennan insisted the targeted strikes are a “wise choice” 
and “legal” and within the boundaries of international law. 
However, ACLU Deputy Legal Director Jameel Jaffer said 
Brennan’s statement did not go far in explaining how the 
program passed constitutional muster.

 “This is an important statement – first because 
it includes an unambiguous acknowledgement of the 
targeted killing program and second because it includes the 
administration’s clearest explanation thus far of the program’s 
purported legal basis.” Jaffer said.

 “But Mr. Brennan supplies legal conclusions, not 
legal analysis. We continue to believe that the administration 
should release the Justice Department memos underlying 
the program – particularly the memo that authorizes the 
extrajudicial killing of American terrorism suspects. And 
the administration should release the evidence it relied on to 
conclude that an American citizen, Anwar al-Aulaqi, could be 
killed without charge, trial, or judicial process of any kind.” 

 Brennan maintained the Obama administration was 
committed to transparency when it came to deciding who 
would be subject to lethal drone strikes. But Hina Shamsi, 
director of the ACLU National Security Project, said the 
program is both unconstitutional and overly broad.

 “We continue to believe, based on the information 
available, that the program itself is not just unlawful but 
dangerous. This statement makes clear that the administration 
is treating legal restrictions on the use of force as questions 
of preference. Moreover, it is dangerous to characterize the 
entire planet as a battlefield,” Shamsi said.

 “It is dangerous to give the President the authority 
to order the extrajudicial killing of any person – including any 
American – he believes to be a terrorist. The administration 
insists that the program is closely supervised, but to propose 
that a secret deliberation that takes place entirely within the 
executive branch constitutes ‘due process’ is to strip the Fifth 
Amendment of its essential meaning.”

the american civiL LiBerties union (acLu) 
conserves america’s oriGinaL civic vaLues 
WorkinG in courts, LeGisLatures and 
communities to defend and Preserve the 
individuaL riGhts and LiBerties Guaranteed 
to every Person in the united states By the 
constitution and the BiLL of riGhts.
________________________________v
Source: ACLU National 5/1/12 http://www.aclu.org

Is Afghan military occupation legal?

White House admission of drone strikes 
doesn’t make it legal

house rejects 
effort to end 
afghan War

leadership refused to even 
allow the vote, saying that 
they were concerned that 
enough Congressmen from 
both parties might vote 
for it that its defeat wasn’t 
guaranteed. Rep. Jones 
said he was confident the 
bill would have passed.

This would’ve been 
an enormous blow to 
President Obama, because 
while he still public talks 
about the war ending at 
the end of 2014, he has 
already signed a pact 
with Afghanistan securing 
a military occupation 
through 2024.

The voting and lack 
thereof suggests that while 
the leadership remains 
uniformly hawkish in both 
parties, popular opposition 
to the war is seen as enough 
of a political liability that a 
number of Congressmen 
are willing to buck the 
leadership, if given a 
chance to do so. Sadly, the 
recognition of this fact may 
prevent them from ever 
having a chance to vote 
on the McGovern-Jones 
language.
_____________________________ 
Source: AntiWar.com 5/17/12

Jason ditz

One of 142 different 
amendments to the House 
military spending bill for 
2014, Rep. Barbara Lee 
(D – CA)’s amendment 
that would effective end 
the Afghan War, allowing 
spending only for the “safe 
and orderly withdrawal 
of US troops and military 
contractors,” has failed.

In a vote of 303-113, 
Congressmen secured 
the continuation of the 
occupation through 
FY2014, despite polls 
showing overwhelming 
public opposition to the 
war. Rep. Lee insisted that 
“the American people are 
far ahead of Congress” on 
the question.

Other related 
amendments were also 
up for debate, including 
a bipartisan amendment 
from Reps. Jim McGovern 
(D – MA) and Walter 
Jones (R – NC) which 
would have compelled 
the president to stick to 
his official “timetable” 
for withdrawing from 
Afghanistan.In this case, 
the House Republican 
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CISPA. As a result, companies could disclose more personal 
information about users than necessary. Ars Technica writes, 
“if a company decides that your private emails, your browsing 
history, your health care records, or any other information 
would be helpful in dealing with a ‘cyber threat,’ the company 
can ignore laws that would otherwise limit its disclosure.”

the biLL CoMPLeteLy eXeMPts itseLf froM the free-
doM of iNforMatioN aCt: 

Citizens and journalists have access to most things the 
government does via the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 
a key tool for increasing transparency. However, CISPA 
completely exempts itself from FOIA requests. The Sunlight 
Foundation blasted CISPA for “entirely” dismissing FOIA’s 
“fundamental safeguard for public oversight of government’s 
activities.”

CisPa giVes CoMPaNies bLaNket iMMuNity froM fu-
ture LaWsuits: 

One of the most egregious aspects of CISPA is that it 
gives blanket legal immunity to any company that shares its 
customers’ private information. In other words, if Microsoft 
were to share your browsing history with the government 
despite your posing no security threat, you would be barred 
from filing a lawsuit against them. Without any legal recourse 
for citizens to take against corporate bad behavior, companies 
will be far more inclined to share private information.

reCeNt reVisioNs doN’t go NearLy far eNough: 
In an attempt to specify how the government can use the 

information they collect, the House passed an amendment 
saying the data can only be used for: “1) cybersecurity; 2) 
investigation and prosecution of cybersecurity crimes; 3) 
protection of individuals from the danger of death or physical 
injury; 4) protection of minors from physical or psychological 
harm; and 5) protection of the national security of the United 
States.” This new version still “suffers from most of the same 
problems that plagued the original version,” writes Timothy 
Lee. Because terms like “cybersecurity” are so vague, the bill’s 
language could encompass almost anything.

CitizeNs haVe to trust that CoMPaNies Like faCe-
book WoN’t share your PersoNaL iNforMatioN: 

CISPA does not force companies to share private user 
information with the government. That being said, Ars 

Technica makes the point that “the government has a variety 
of carrots and sticks it can use to induce private firms to share 
information it wants.” For instance, many companies receive 
federal contracts or subsidies and would be hesitant to deny 
any request from the government that might jeopardize future 
business. Companies may not be legally required to turn over 
information, but they “may not be in a position to say no.”

CoMPaNies CaN aLready iNforM the goVerNMeNt 
aNd eaCh other about iNCoMiNg CyberseCurity 

threats: 
While proponents of CISPA claim it’s needed to allow 

agencies and companies to share information about incoming 
cybersecurity threats, opponents of the bill point out that 
“network administrators and security researchers at private 
firms have shared threat information with one another for 
decades.”

the iNterNet is fightiNg baCk: 
The same online activists who fought hard against SOPA 

are now engaged in the battle over CISPA. Over 770,000 
people have signed a petition by the online organizing group 
Avaaz that asks Congress to defeat the bill. Reddit, the news-
sharing internet community that helped lead the fight against 
SOPA, is organizing again around CISPA.

Most rePubLiCaNs suPPort CisPa, WhiLe Most deMo-
Crats oPPose it: 

The House passed CISPA on April 26 on a mostly-
party-line vote, 248-168. Among congressmen that voted, 88 
percent of Republicans supported the bill while 77 percent of 
Democrats opposed it.

PresideNt obaMa threateNed to Veto it: 
Recognizing the threat to civil liberties that CISPA poses, 

President Obama announced this week that he “strongly 
opposes” the bill and has threatened to veto if it comes to his 
desk. Obama singled out the provisions that allow for blanket 
legal immunity and do not  do enough to safeguard citizens’ 
private information.

Action: Contact Senators Boxer and Feinstein.
 
________________________________
 Source: ThinkProgress 4/27/12 http://thinkprogress.org/politics

annie-rose strasser & scott keyes

Congress is on the cusp of passing a new bill that 
could threaten any internet user’s civil liberties. The Cyber 
Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act, a digital equivalent 
of allowing the government to fight perceived threats by 
monitoring which books citizens check out from the library, 
passed the House yesterday and will now be taken up by the 
Senate.

Online advocates, fresh off their victory against the Stop 
Online Piracy Act, are now gearing up to oppose CISPA 
because of the disastrous effect the bill could have for private 
information on the internet. The bill’s opponents argue that it 
goes too far in the name of cybersecurity, endangering citizens’ 
personal online information by giving the government access 
to anything from users’ private emails to their browsing 
history.

as the fight iN the seNate begiNs, here is eVery-
thiNg you Need to kNoW about CisPa:

CISPA’s broad language will likely give the government 
access to anyone’s personal information with few privacy 
protections: CISPA allows the government access to any 
“information pertaining directly to a vulnerability of, or threat 
to, a system or network of a government or private entity.” 
There is little indication of what this information could 
include, and what it means to be ‘pertinent’ to cyber security. 
Without boundaries, any internet user’s personal, private 
information would likely be fair game for the government.

it suPersedes aLL other ProVisioNs of the LaW Pro-
teCtiNg PriVaCy: 

As the bill is currently written, CISPA would apply 
“notwithstanding any other provision of law.” In other words, 
privacy restrictions currently in place would not apply to 

voiced support for a constitutional amendment
 • 85 national organizations have called for a constitutional 

amendment, 16 of which are helping to organize Resolutions 
Week;

• Petitions calling for a constitutional amendment have 
garnered more than 1 million signatures. Public Citizen’s 
petition alone has more than 100,000 signatures.

geograPhy
• Resolutions have passed in Hawaii, New Mexico and 

Vermont, and a majority of the Maryland General Assembly 
has signed on to a formal letter to Congress calling for an 
amendment;

• In California, a resolution was passed by the state 
Assembly and a key state Senate committee, and awaits a final 
vote by the full state Senate;

• In Rhode Island, a resolution was approved by the state 
Assembly on Tuesday and awaits final reconciliation with a 
concurrent resolution that already passed the state Senate; 

• Resolutions have passed in one chamber in the Alaska 
and Iowa state legislatures, and have been introduced in at 
least 25 states.

“Citizens United enabled a small group of superrich 

individuals and giant corporations to dominate our elections, 
and things are going to get much worse as we approach 
November,” said Public Citizen President Robert Weissman. 
“People across the country understand that we need a 
constitutional amendment to reverse Citizens United and 
rescue our democracy, and they are demanding that one be 
enacted.” Added Mark Hays, campaign coordinator for Public 
Citizen’s Democracy Is For People campaign, “These local 
efforts show how people are taking democracy into their own 
hands and doing the heavy lifting it takes to build a movement 
for an amendment.” The week of June 11, Resolutions Week, 
Public Citizen will showcase the many local resolution efforts, 
including victories, resolutions on the cusp of passing and 
personal stories from activists.

PuBLic citizen is a nationaL, nonProfit consumer 
advocacy orGanization founded in 1971 to 
rePresent consumer interests in conGress, the 
executive Branch and the courts.
________________________________
Source: CommonDreams.org 51012 http:www.commondreams.org

A growing number of people want corporate money out 
of politics, as evidenced by recent support across the country 
of a constitutional amendment to overturn the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission, which allows corporations to spend unlimited 
amounts from their treasuries to influence elections. The 
Resolutions Week campaign, a push by Public Citizen and 
partner organizations to pass local resolutions nationwide that 
call for a constitutional amendment, is under way and gaining 
steam.

NuMbers
• More than 200 local government resolutions calling 

for a constitutional amendment have passed nationwide 
in the wake of the Citizens United decision. Since Public 
Citizen launched its Resolutions Week effort in late March, 
resolutions have been passed at a rate of approximately once 
a day or more;

• At least 80 additional resolution efforts are under way 
since Resolutions Week began;

• At least 100 members of Congress have backed a 
constitutional amendment, including House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Richard Durbin (D-Ill.). President Barack Obama also has 

What everyone needs to know about CisPa

By the numbers, support grows for overturning 
Citizens United
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What foreign corporations will 
Obama empower to undermine 
environmental laws near you?

NDAA’s ‘indefinite detention’ 
provisions unconstitutional, says judge

The White House wants 
to fast track the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) “free trade” 
agreement with Australia, 
Brunei, Chile, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, 
and Vietnam. Japan is 
waiting in the wings, Canada 
and Mexico want in, Taiwan 
has announced its intention 
to meet membership 
requirements and China 
says it will “earnestly study” 
whether to seek entry into the 
agreement.

Basically, the TPP is 
NAFTA on steroids.  The 
White House wants to reach 
a deal prior to the election 
because they know all the 
apparatchiks feeding on the 
$1 billion in Obama campaign 
money flowing through the 
system will launch tribalistic 
attacks on anyone organizing 
against it (activists, labor 
unions, workers) for “helping 
Mitt Romney win” —thus 
facilitating its easy passage.

Under TPP, foreign 
corporations would receive:

• Compensation for loss 
of “expected future profits” 
if local health, labor or 
environmental laws limited 
their ability to do business

• Rights to acquire 
land, natural resources and 
factories without government 
review

• Risks and costs of 
offshoring to low wage 
countries eliminated

• Special guaranteed 
“minimum standard of 
treatment” for relocating 
firms

• Right to move capital 
without limits

• New rights covering a 
vast definition of investment: 
intellectual property, permits, 
derivatives

• A ban on performance 
requirements and domestic 
content rules (no “made in 
the USA,” “buy local” or 
“green jobs”). An absolute 
ban, not only when applied 
to investors from signatory 
countries

• Ability to extend drug 

patents and limit production 
of generic medicines that 
are used for global health 
programs

• Rollback of regulations 
that were put in place to 
prevent another global 
economic crisis such as “too 
big to fail” remedies

According to Public 
Citizen, TPP undermines 
banking laws, incorporates 
SOPA and limits the ability 
of state and local government 
to protect the environment —
otherwise US taxpayers have 
to pay damages, and US 
courts have no authority:

Under TPP foreign 
investors can skirt domestic 
courts and laws, and sue 
governments directly before 
tribunals of three private 
sector lawyers operating 
under World Bank and UN 
rules to demand taxpayer 
compensation for any 
domestic law that investors 
believe will diminish their 
“expected future profits.” 

Over $675 million has been 
paid to foreign investors 
under U.S. trade pacts, while 
over $12 billion in claims are 
pending on environmental, 
safety, and public health 
policies under U.S. trade 
deals.

Over 600 corporate 
advisors have access to 
the text of the TPP, while 
members of Congress, 
journalists and the voting 
public are excluded. The 
12th round of talks began 
on May 8 in Dallas, which 
is US Trade Representative 
Ron Kirk’s home town. At an 
April 4 press conference in 
the Rose Garden, President 
Obama said that TPP “could 
be a real model for the world.”  
Earlier this month the US 
limited the ability of public 
interest groups to have input 
into the process.  So much 
for the “most transparent 
administration ever.”
________________________________
 Source: FireDog Lake 4/27/12 
http://fdlaction.firedoglake.com

An Obama-appointed 
federal judge in New York on 
Wednesday ruled in favor of 
a group of civilian activists 
and journalists and struck 
down highly controversial 
‘indefinite detention’ and 
‘material support’ provisions 
of the National Defense 
Authorization Act, enacted 
by Congress and signed into 
law by President Obama last 
December. In their suit, the 
plaintiffs stated they could 
be detained ‘indefinitely’ 
for their constitutionally 
protected activities. Citing 
the ‘vagueness’ of certain 
language in the bill, U.S. 
District Judge Katherine 
Forrest — who was appointed 

to the court by Obama — 
agreed, and said the law 
could have “chilling impact 
on First Amendment rights” 
for journalists, activists, and 
potentially all US citizens. “An 
individual could run the risk 
of substantially supporting 
or directly supporting an 
‘associated force’ without 
even being aware that he or 
she was doing so,” the judge 
said.

The ruling came as 
part of a lawsuit brought 
by seven plaintiffs—Chris 
Hedges, Dan Ellsberg, 
Noam Chomsky, Birgitta 
Jonsdottir, Alexa O’Brien, 
Kai Wargall, and Jennifer 
Bolen—alleging that the 

NDAA violates  “both their 
free speech and associational 
rights guaranteed by the First 
Amendment as well as due 
process rights guaranteed by 
the Fifth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution.”

Salon’s Glenn 
Greenwald, who has written 
critically and extensively of 
the NDAA, called the ruling 
“a sweeping victory for the 
plaintiffs.”

“This is an extraordinary 
and encouraging decision,” 
Greenwald continues, though 
he noted that many caveats 
still must be applied. “This is 
only a preliminary injunction 
(though the judge made it clear 
that she believes plaintiffs 

will ultimately prevail). It 
will certainly be appealed 
and can be reversed. There 
are still other authorities 
(including the AUMF) which 
the DOJ can use to assert the 
power of indefinite detention. 
Nonetheless, this is a rare and 
significant limit placed on the 
U.S. Government’s ability to 
seize ever-greater powers of 
detention-without-charges, 
and it is grounded in exactly 
the right constitutional 
principles: ones that federal 
courts and the Executive 
Branch have been willfully 
ignoring for the past decade.”
________________________________
Source: CommonDreams.org 5/17/12  
http://www.commondreams.org
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FROM JOURNEY OF THE UNIVERSE VIDEO

"Over the course of 14 billion 
years, hydrogen gas transformed 
itself into mountains, butterflies, 
the music of Bach, and you and me. 

And these energies, coursing 
through us, may indeed renew the 

face of the earth."
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7 foreclosure horror stories (and one possible win)

sarah Jaffe

Early May, Christine Frazer and her family were thrown 
out of the Atlanta home they’d lived in for 18 years, at gunpoint 
in the dead of night. They were not set upon by robbers, but 
by the Dekalb County Sheriff’s department, which evicted the 
family at the request of Investors One Corporation. As Steven 
Rosenfeld reported for AlterNet, it was the fourth company to 
buy the family’s mortgage in eight months.

The Frazers’ eviction is horrifying, but sadly their story 
is all too common. Senator Sherrod Brown, who’s introduced 
legislation aiming to curtail the worst practices, called it “a 
longstanding ugly pattern of homeowner abuse.”

“You can basically throw a dart off a building and hit 
someone with a foreclosure horror story,” said Matt Browner 
Hamlin of Occupy Our Homes <http://occupyourhomes.
org/>. “This is the whole point — that the crisis is being driven 
by fraud and criminality by the banks. Three million people 
didn’t wake up one morning and decide to just stop paying 
their mortgages.”

Around the country, families are being tossed out of their 
homes with astonishing regularity, with local law enforcement 
enlisted to do the bidding of big banks that own and resell the 
mortgages, utterly detached from the people whose lives are 
turned upside-down in the process. It’s easy to just look at 
statistics and forget the human stories behind the numbers, so 
here are six stories of families who’ve had to fight all sorts of 
shady tactics to try and stay in their homes - and one family 
that might just beat the bank and get to keep their home, with 
the help of local activists.

1. harried iNto heaLth Crisis iN heMPstead, NeW york
Charles Pollydore worked on Wall Street, not as a trader, 

but in IT. He was laid off when the markets collapsed, but kept 
paying his $4,200 monthly mortgage to Bank of America. “I 
used my 401k, I used everything I had, emergency funds, 
everything to keep the mortgage going under the pretext that 
I was going to get a job soon,” he told AlterNet. “I had to get 
on welfare, get on food stamps, to get my light and my gas to 
stay on. I needed Medicaid because I need medical coverage 
badly.”

But he didn’t find a job, and his diabetes worsened - he’s 
legally blind and is facing the amputation of a second toe after 
losing one—and he wound up on disability. “My doctors said 
‘We’re not going to allow yourself to jeopardize the health 

you have right now to keep looking for a job,’” he said. His 
health has dramatically deteriorated since his fight with the 
bank began.

Pollydore, a member of the group New York Communities 
for Change, has been repeatedly applying for a mortgage 
modification to no avail, sending documentation, bank 
statements, hardship letters, and more, but over and over the 
bank claims it hasn’t received the information. BofA refused 
to offer him a principal reduction despite being presented 
with proof of his disability income. “Their strategy is to break 
the backs of homeowners so that you give up and you walk 
away,” he said. He’s reached out to his congresswoman, 
Carolyn McCarthy, and to the attorney general’s office, 
but was told he had to work with Bank of America. “What 
protection is there for people like myself?” he asked. “I told 
one of the [bank] executives, ‘You guys are going to have to 
board the house up with me inside and let me rot and die.’”

2. fabriCated doCuMeNts iN roChester, NeW york
Leonard Spears is 5-feet, 6 inches tall, balding and 

African American, but Wells Fargo, when serving a summons 
to foreclose on the Rochester home he’d been fixing up, 
apparently served a 6-foot man with blond hair. Spears, of 
course, says he was never served, and Wells Fargo has a 
history not only of predatory lending (it paid an $85 million 
fine for pushing borrowers who were qualified for better loans 
into more risky subprime loans) but of foreclosure fraud as 
well.

“It took me three years to convert it into the way it looks 
now, I did a lot of wiring, tore down all the walls, gave up 
my social life completely because I was dedicated to do this, 
because this is like the American Dream, to own property, so 
it was very exciting,” Spears said.

To make matters worse, it turns out that Wells Fargo 
wasn’t even the owner of the note, but merely the servicer. 
And then, when the foreclosure did go through, the home 
was sold to the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation 
(commonly known as Freddie Mac) for all of $500. Yet Spears 
wasn’t able to modify his mortgage to stay in his home. “I was 
willing to pay way more than $500,” Spears said. “What kind 
of justice is that?”

3.threateNiNg PhoNe CaLLs iN Waterford, MiChigaN
After a car accident Kathryn Nava wound up on disability 

and had trouble making her mortgage payments. She had a 
friend who was willing to help her make her back payments, 
but that friend wanted to see a payment history before giving 
her the money. Nava called her mortgage lender to request 
that history - and was told it would cost her $50 per hour, and 
take 90 days to receive it.

So she tried again, calling the president of the company. 
She got a voicemail response that shocked her so much she 
recorded it and saved it.

“Let me enlighten you, Kathy. First of all, there’s nothing 
in your contract with us says we owe you any history, now, 
next year, five years from now or the next time...I’ve begun 
foreclosure today. I bet you’re sorry now that you made that 
phone call. I don’t need to put up with your crap, OK?...
Bottom line, I’m doing nothing for you now.”

Indeed, she did end up losing her home.

4. iLLegaL eViCtioN iN Los aNgeLes
Eduardo Acosta and his family had won their case - a 

judge ruled that Green Century Investment Group/IndyMac 
had no right to foreclose on the family, that they’d filed 
fraudulent paperwork. A month later, the local sheriff posted 
an eviction notice to the family anyway.

This came on the heels of an audit of California 
foreclosures by the San Francisco County Recorder, which 
found that 99 percent of the foreclosures examined had 
“irregularities,” and there were clear violations of state law in 
84 percent of them.

Acosta had applied for a mortgage modification after his 
payment shot up to $2,000 a month, his wife fell ill, and his 
monthly income plummeted. But while the bank reviewed his 
modification request, it also began foreclosure proceedings - a 

common enough process that it has a name, “dual tracking.” 
There’s a bill in the Senate that aims to ban the practice 
and only allow lenders to proceed with foreclosure after 
working with borrowers. This process all-too-often allows 
for “accidental” foreclosures, where one side of the company 
forecloses on a home that another department is ostensibly 
working to help the family keep.

Occupy LA posted a call for help for the Acosta family 
after their eviction notice. “I’m sure there are a lot of people 
going through this,” Acosta said. “Let’s step up and help each 
other out.”

The Acostas are still in their home as of the latest report, 
but keeping them there has required a constant fight.

5. seNt to the PsyChiatriC Ward iN Lodi, WisCoNsiN
An Associated Bank representative helped send Bill 

Schroeder to a psychiatric ward for 72 hours after a telephone 
argument over Schroeder’s missed mortgage payments. 
Schroeder told the Wisconsin State Journal that during their 
conversation the bank rep called him “worthless” and said 
the bank didn’t care what happened to him as long as it got 
its money.

“I made an offhand response,” Schroeder said. “I said, 
‘Maybe I’ll  just go get my gun and shoot myself and you can 
have my life  insurance.’”

They hung up and Schroeder made a trip to the grocery 
store. When he  got back, a police car was in his driveway to 
take him to the hospital.

The bank rep was apparently slightly more concerned 
about Schroeder’s health than he let on and had called the 
police. Yet it didn’t seem to occur to the bank that perhaps 
the way to show real concern for homeowners’ mental health 
would be to not make threats in the first place.

The Schroeder family wound up selling their home in 
a short sale, which left them still owing the bank $31,256 to 
make up the difference between their mortgage and the sale 
price of the home, which was down $66,000 after the bursting 
of the housing bubble. They estimated to the /State Journal/ 
that they’ll be making payments on a house they don’t have 
anymore for the next seven years.

6. disaPPeariNg doCuMeNts iN ohio
Gina Brooks and her husband applied for their first 

mortgage modification with Wells Fargo’s ASC Mortgage 
servicer when they were only a couple of months behind on 
their payments. They were denied the first time and chose 
to go through a Chapter 13 bankruptcy - which would allow 
them to keep their home and keep paying their mortgage. “I 
had lived in this house for 14 years,” she said. “I didn’t want 
to lose my home.”

In July 2010, after the bankruptcy, she submitted another 
modification request and was again denied. The money she 
and her husband were paying on their mortgage alone was 
leaving them little to live on, and they finally decided to switch 
to a Chapter 7 bankruptcy, which would leave them without 
their home. In a last-ditch effort, she wrote to her mortgage 
company, and then called in when she didn’t hear back.

“I was told at that time they had no record whatsoever 
of anything I had ever sent in since I started in 2009,” Brooks 
said. No record of her repeated denials, her requests, her 
bankruptcies. Nothing. No one was familiar with her case.

Brooks had already started packing her home when 
a friend suggested she contact her senator. Through an 
intervention by Sherrod Brown (D-OH)’s office, she was 
offered a full refinance on her home by Wells Fargo - but 
after two years of fighting with the lender, her refinance added 
$31,000 to her mortgage. Brooks said she’s grateful to have 
her home, but frustrated to be paying interest on interest. 
“Why did it take me two years, two bankruptcies and all of 
this headache when they could’ve done it in one month?”

7. PossibLe ViCtory iN MiNNeaPoLis
Monique White’s home was the site of one of the first 

Occupy-related foreclosure defenses last November, when 
she refused to be bought off by Freddie Mac’s “cash for keys” 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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7 foreclosure horror stories (and one possible win)

Obama record: private sector jobs recovered, public 
sector lags

stockton foreclosure protest

michaeL Linden

 As of April, there are now more private sector jobs 
in the United States than there were in January 2009, when 
President Obama took office. You read that right. We have 
now replaced all of the private sector jobs lost while Obama 
has been president. And that was no mean feat, given that 
over the course of 2009, the private sector shed about 4.2 
million jobs.

 Unfortunately, the news is not nearly so good when it 

comes to the public sector, where there are currently 607,000 
fewer people working than there were when President Obama 
took office.Under President Obama, the private sector has 
experienced a relatively robust recovery, and is now back 
to where it started when he took office. The public sector 
continues to shed jobs, and as a result, the overall jobs picture 
in the US remains weak.
________________________________
Source: ThinkProgress 5/6/12 www.thinkprogress.org

Irate Stockton 
foreclosure victims, along 
with members of Occupy 
Stockton, and Home Owners 
for Justice US, protested 
outside of the San Joaquin 
County Court House on April 
4, demanding an immediate 
investigation of foreclosure 
crimes and fraud perpetrated 
upon the homeowners of 
San Joaquin County.  Two 
television stations covered 
the event, and the story was 
reported on the six o’clock 
news.

Earlier that same day, 
Occupy Stockton, and 
Home Owners for Justice 
US, delivered letters to 
District Attorney James 
Willett and County Counsel 
David Wooten calling for an 
investigation of residential 
mortgage loan transactions 
in San Joaquin County, 
which resulted in foreclosure 
sales.  The letter challenged 
the District Attorney and 
County Counsel to conduct 
an independent audit of local 
foreclosures like the one 
performed in San Francisco.

Occupy Stockton 

spokesperson, Sharon Jarvis, 
noted at the protest, “Stockton 
has become widely known as 
the foreclosure capital of the 
United States, and we are 
demanding justice for our 
residents!  The very least 
our public officials can do is 
conduct an investigation into 
the abuses that are rampant 
in the foreclosure industry in 
this county, beginning with 
an audit of local foreclosure 
sales.”

The San Francisco audit 
resulted in the issuance of a 
report entitled “Foreclosure 
in California, A Crisis of 
Compliance” by the Office 
of the Assessor-Recorder 
of the City and County of 
San Francisco.  The report 
reviewed 382 residential 
mortgage loan transactions, 
which resulted in foreclosure 
sales that occurred from 
January 2009 through 
October 2011.  The loans 
were randomly selected from 
the 2,405 foreclosure sales 
during the time period.

The San Francisco 
loans were reviewed by 
experienced mortgage and 

legal professionals, and 
were analyzed to determine 
the mortgage industry’s 
compliance with applicable 
laws, focusing on assignments, 
notice of default, substitution 
of trustee, notice of trustee 
sale, suspicious activities 
indicative of potential fraud, 
and conflicts related to 
MERS (Mortgage Electronic 
Registration System).  The 
analysis identified one or 
more irregularities in 99% 
of the loans.  In 84% of the 
loans, the analysis identified 
one or more clear violations 
of law.

San Francisco Assessor-
Recorder Phil Tang stated, 
“When it became clear 
that property records were 
severely undermined, a red 
flag was raised.  Those records 
are supposed to be filed with 
this office and many were 
simply missing or had serious 
inconsistencies.  How can we 
expect homeowners to have 
a fighting chance of saving 
their homes when they can’t 
even find who currently owns 
their debt?”

“If there is one lesson 
to be taken away from this 
report it is that California’s 
foreclosure process is utterly 
broken,” commented Lou 
Pizante, a partner in Aequitas, 
the firm auditing the San 
Francisco foreclosures.  The 
report concluded, “What is 
at stake here is more than 
merely fairness and minimal 
due process.  Foreclosures 

impact not only homeowners 
but also entire communities 
and housing markets.”

Among those at the 
Stockton protest were three 
Stocktonians who have lost 
or are in danger of losing 
their homes to foreclosure.  
Eileen Rivara is an 86 year-
old retired bookkeeper who 
was falsely evicted from her 
home and suffered a stroke 
when she was lied to and told 
that the sheriff would throw 
her out of the home she had 
lived in since 1965.

Charity Seymour is a 
disabled daycare provider 
who has been fighting 
foreclosure for more than 
four years, after being 
targeted by a predatory 
lender who promised her 
a lower interest rate in six 
months, falsified her loan 
application and robo-signed 
her loan papers.  Jim Walsh 
inherited his mother’s home, 
and then lost it to lenders 
who made promises that they 
failed to deliver.

The protesters 
demanded justice for them 
and the many other local 
residents, who have been 
preyed upon, duped and 
threatened with or already 
have lost their homes.  Occupy 
Stockton is continuing the 
pressure for an audit by 
circulating petitions, directed 
to the District Attorney and 
County Counsel, seeking a 
local foreclosure audit.

CONTINUED FROm PREvIOUS PAGE

Court rules against 
secretive big money 
campaign donors

words and checkbooks. But 
that’s not so in American 
politics today, and the 
result is that many fictitious 
campaign organizations 
are created that are willing 
to say all kinds of negative 
and often intentionally 
incorrect things, with 
little or no accountability 
accorded to these effort’s 
financiers.

This federal court 
victory may pry open the 
books of several of the so-
called independent groups, 
mostly on the GOP side of 
the aisle, that have been 
raising tens of millions 
of dollars to monopolize 
the broadcast airwaves in 
perhaps a dozen states that 
are considered in play for 
the presidential race.†

_____________________________
Source:  AlterNet 10/15/12 
www.alternet.org

steven rosenfeLd

A federal appeals 
court in Washington has 
ruled that some big-money 
contributors to some of 
2012’s most secretive 
electioneering efforts must 
reveal who they are and the 
size of their contributions, 
which is a victory for public 
interest advocates. †

“This is a huge victory 
for voters, for disclosure, 
and for democracy because 
Americans deserve to know 
who is trying to buy results 
in our †elections,î said 
Trevor Potter, Campaign 
Legal Center President.† 
ìThis decision is an 
important step towards 
fulfilling the Supreme 
Court’s promise in Citizens 
United that all spending in 
our elections will be fully 
disclosed — disclosure that 
has been frustrated until 
now by the FEC.î

You would think that 
people are willing to put 
up big money behind 
candidates or on issues — 
whether to support them or 
attack opponents — would 
be willing to stand by their 

offer. That would’ve given her a small reimbursement for 
voluntarily giving up her home after it had been repossessed 
by U.S. Bank and sold to Freddie Mac - without her knowledge.

Neighborhoods Organizing for Change had already 
been working with White, but they reached out to Occupy 
and the group responded, sending occupiers to camp out on 
White’s property to prevent eviction.

Now, thanks to tireless action by a team of lawyers, 

activists, and White herself - who traveled to U.S. Bank’s 
shareholder meeting to personally ask the bank’s CEO, 
Richard Davis, for help - she’s got a tentative deal to modify 
her mortgage to allow her to stay in her home. 

The Huffington Post reported: It took US Bank a matter 
of days to come up with a principal reduction that allowed 
White to pay $686.36 a month to stay in her home. White, 
who works two part-time jobs and is in training for a full-time 
union position, said it was a little steep, but she could make 
it work.

occuPy homes minnesota activist nick esPinosa 
toLd the huffinGton Post, “it does shoW that 
When We shine a LiGht on these cases and 
BrinG them to the PuBLic eye, that the Bank 
is more than caPaBLe of neGotiatinG — even 
thouGh they’ve said aLL aLonG that that is not 
their resPonsiBiLity. it’s a huGe victory, and it 
rePresents exactLy the kind of deaL that every 
homeoWner in america shouLd Be GettinG from 
the Banks.”
________________________________
Source: Alternet 5/11/12 http://www.alternet.org/
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blamed for bee collapse, Monsanto buys leading 
bee research firm

Profits over health: short history of the pesticide lobby

anthony Gucciardi

Monsanto, the massive biotechnology company being 
blamed for contributing to the dwindling bee population, 
has bought up one of the leading bee collapse research 
organizations. Recently banned from Poland with one of 
the primary reasons being that the company’s genetically 
modified corn may be devastating the dying bee population, 
it is evident that Monsanto is under serious fire for their role in 
the downfall of the vital insects. It is therefore quite apparent 
why Monsanto bought one of the largest bee research firms 
on the planet.

It can be found in public company reports hosted on 
mainstream media that Monsanto scooped up the Beeologics 
firm back in September 2011. During this time the correlation 
between Monsanto’s GM crops and the bee decline was not 
explored in the mainstream, and in fact it was hardly touched 
upon until Polish officials addressed the serious concern amid 
the monumental ban. Owning a major organization that 
focuses heavily on the bee collapse and is recognized by the 
USDA for their mission statement of “restoring bee health 
and protecting the future of insect pollination” could be very 
advantageous for Monsanto.

In fact, Beelogics’ company information states that the 
primary goal of the firm is to study the very collapse disorder 
that is thought to be a result - at least in part - of Monsanto’s 
own creations. Their website states: “While its primary goal 

is to control the Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) and Israeli 
Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV) infection crises, Beeologics’ 
mission is to become the guardian of bee health worldwide.”

What’s more, Beelogics is recognized by the USDA, 
the USDA-ARS, the media, and ‘leading entomologists’ 
worldwide. The USDA, of course, has a great relationship with 
Monsanto. The government agency has gone to great lengths 
to ensure that Monsanto’s financial gains continue to soar, 
going as far as to give the company special speed approval 
for their newest genetically engineered seed varieties. It turns 
out that Monsanto was not getting quick enough approval for 
their crops, which have been linked to severe organ damage 
and other significant health concerns.

steve censky, chief executive officer of the 
american soyBean association, states it 
quite PLainLy. it Was a move to heLP monsanto 
and other BiotechnoLoGy Giants squash 
comPetition and make Profits. after aLL, Who 
cares aBout PuBLic heaLth? it aPPears that 
When monsanto cannot ansWer for their 
environmentaL devastation, they Buy uP a 
comPany that may PotentiaLLy Be their ‘exPerts’ 

________________________________
Source: NaturalSociety 4/23/12 http://naturalsociety.com/

Leeann BroWn

The U.S. Department of Agriculture began testing fruits 
and vegetables for pesticide residues in 1991 after the public 
became concerned about their potential risks to children. 
Remember Alar? In 1993, at the request of Congress, several 
top public health experts released a seminal report, Pesticides 
in the Diets of Infants and Children. Three years later, 
Congress responded by passing unanimously the federal Food

Quality Protection Act, which required the Environmental 
Protection Agency to implement health-based standards for 
all pesticides used in food, with special safeguards for infants 
and babies.

This flurry of activity grew out of one overarching 
conclusion embraced by scientists, physicians, policy makers, 
parents and the public interest community: Pesticides used in 
the cultivation of fruits and vegetables can cause serious and 
lasting harm to young children.

That didn’t stop conventional agribusiness interests 
from trying hard to water down or remove provisions of the 
proposed law designed to protect infants and children. The 
industry argued that it would cut into their profits if they had 
to take children’s health into consideration. They lost that 
fight, but in the years that followed chemical agriculture has 
repeatedly enlisted its allies in Congress to try to dismantle 
the food safety law. And they’re still trying.

In 1999, former Rep. Richard Pombo (R-Calif.) introduced 
legislation that would have amended FQPA and effectively 
kept the EPA from protecting children from harmful levels of 
toxic pesticides. It turned out that Pombo’s bill was a word-
for-word copy of a proposal written by the “Implementation 
Working Group” (IWG) - a front group formed by pesticide 
manufacturers and agricultural trade organizations. Pombo 
offered the Regulatory Fairness and Openness Act of 1999 
following a meeting with California produce growers.

Fortunately, the defenders of the Food Quality Protection 
Act rallied to its defense. “The Pombo bill would be a major 
step backward,” said Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Calif.). 
“It would guarantee that the law we passed would never be 
implemented.”

Conventional agriculture’s campaign pulled out all the 

stops to try weaken or repeal the new pesticide law, marshaling 
its publications to disparage both it and the EPA.

As a Washington Post story by George Lardner Jr. and 
Joby Warrick noted in May 2000: “Articles and editorials in 
the farming trade press predicted that continuing with the 
current law would produce economic disaster for growers and 
mean less fresh fruit and vegetables for children, who would 
suffer more illnesses and deaths as a result. One November 
(1999) article in the magazine The Packer even likened EPA 
Administrator Carol M. Browner to infamous mass murderer 
John Wayne Gacy.”

Chemical agribusiness’ spokesmen predicted that the 
safety standards implemented under FQPA would destroy 
American agriculture. The trade publication InsideEPA  
reported in May 1999 that:  “If the conservative default 
assumptions allowed under current law (FQPA) are used, 
some of the pesticides farmers now rely on will likely be 
pulled from the market, one industry source says. American 
farmers would be less competitive in the international market 
and could potentially be driven out of business, this source 
adds.”

In the end, however, the Pombo bill failed, and more 
than a decade later, there is U.S.-grown food in abundance in 
every supermarket in the country.

In the years that followed, a number of pesticides that 
had been considered safe by conventional agriculture were 
found to be anything but, and EPA banned or restricted their 
use. And in virtually every instance when a pesticide came 
under the microscope of public health officials, chemical 
agribusiness went to the mattresses, fighting to try to block 
any action by EPA.

In 2006, for instance, EPA completed its FQPA-mandated 
review of the pesticide carbofuran, concluding that it harmed 
the nervous and reproductive systems and was too risky for 
consumers and workers: “All products containing carbofuran 
generally cause unreasonable adverse effects on humans 
and the environment and do not meet safety standards, and 
therefore are ineligible for reregistration.”

In December 2009, the agency officially revoked its 
earlier approval of carbofuran on U.S. food crops. Chemical 
agriculture fought that decision all the way to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, where five years later the Roberts court refused to hear 
the case (National Corn Growers Association et al v. EPA).

There are plenty of other example’s of the industry’s 
deny and delay tactics. In 2010, when environmental and 
community groups pressed EPA to restrict chlorpyrifos (aka 
Lorsban or Dursban), one of Dow AgroSciences’ popular 
products, industry ran this scare-tactic ad to try to persuade 
consumers that fresh produce would disappear if that chemical 
were no longer in produce growers’ toolbox.

The battle goes on. Also in 2010, another agribusiness 
front group calling itself The Alliance for Food and Farming 
(AFF), which represents many of the same interests that 
fought the 1996 pesticide law, enlisted the unwitting assistance 
of American taxpayers when it secured a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture grant to attack the Environmental Working 
Group’s Shopper’s Guide to Pesticides in Produce. Members 
of The Alliance also lobbied the Obama administration  to 
change how USDA releases the annual pesticide residue tests 
that EWG uses to produce the Shopper’s Guide.

When the Alliance for Food and Farming or any 
representative of chemical agriculture tells consumers 
pesticides in food are perfectly safe and there is nothing to 
worry about, remember this history of what they’ve done, or 
not done, where public health is concerned.

USDA should be releasing its latest round of pesticide 
residue tests soon. When it does, EWG will do what we always 
do: Give eaters the best available list of fruits and veggies that 
carry the highest and lowest levels of pesticides - even if the 
AFF wishes we wouldn’t.

Leeann BroWn is Press secretary for the 
environmentaL WorkinG GrouP.
________________________________
Source: Enviroblog / Environmental Working Group 5/9/12 http://www.enviroblog.org]
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Romney: still in the tank for big oil

$$ roMNey CaMPaigN has 
direCtLy reCeiVed More 

thaN $1 MiLLioN froM the 
oiL aNd gas iNdustry.  

While much of the oil 
industry’s support for Romney 
is via outside groups, oil and 
gas companies have also 
contributed over $1 million 
directly to his presidential 
campaigns. According to 
the Center for Responsive 
Politics, as of April 21, the 
Romney campaign has 
received $899,630 from the 
oil and gas industry during 
the 2012 election cycle. 
Romney received $520,094 
from the oil and gas industry 
during his 2008 campaign for 
President. 

$$ roMNey’s toP eNergy 
adViser is a biLLioNaire 

oiL eXeCutiVe. 
Bloomberg reported: 

“Mitt Romney, the front-
runner for the Republican 
Party’s presidential 
nomination, appointed 
Oklahoma oil billionaire 
Harold Hamm as energy 
adviser to his campaign. 
Hamm, the 66-year-old 
founder, chairman and 
chief executive officer of 
Continental Resources Inc. 
(CLR), will be chairman of 
Romney’s Energy Policy 
Advisory Group, the 
candidate’s campaign office 
said in a statement today.” 
As Think Progress has noted, 
another prominent member 
of the Romney campaign is 
Candian oil lobbyist David 
Wilkins.

the LeaGue of 
conservation voters 
< h t t P : / / W W W . L c v.
orG> (Lcv) is turninG 
e n v i r o n m e n t a L 
vaLues into nationaL 
Priorities. to secure 
the environmentaL 
future of our PLanet, 
Lcv’s mission is to 
advocate for sound 
e n v i r o n m e n t a L 
PoLicies and to eLect 
Pro-environmentaL 
candidates Who WiLL 
adoPt and imPLement 
such PoLicies.

________________________________
Source: League of Conservation 
Voters 5/9/12 http://www.lcv.org

Koch operatives signaled 
they ‘are going to focus a 
great deal on the presidential 
race,’ according to someone 
who attended the meeting.”

$$ oiL-baCked outside 
grouPs haVe sPeNt oVer 
$16 MiLLioN oN eNergy at-
taCk ads siNCe JaNuary, 
MaNy targetiNg obaMa. 

According to Think 
Progress, “In the first three-
and-a-half months of 2012, 
groups including Americans 
for Prosperity, American 
Petroleum Institute, 
Crossroads GPS, and 
American Energy Alliance 
have spent $16,750,000 on 
energy attack ads.” As Think 
Progress documented, many 
of these ads have directly 
attacked President Obama. 
The American Petroleum 
Institute is the national trade 
association for the oil and 
gas industry; Americans for 
Prosperity and the American 
Energy Alliance are partially 
funded by the Koch brothers.  
Crossroads GPS does not 
disclose most of its donors, 
but its sister organization 
American Crossroads’ 
“donors include oil and 
gas executives,” as Think 
Progress noted. 

In response to Mitt 
Romney’s campaign stop 
today in Colorado to 
discuss energy, League of 
Conservation Voters (LCV) 
Senior Vice President for 
Campaigns Navin Nayak 
released the following 
statement: “Don’t be fooled, 
Mitt Romney is still in the 
tank for Big Oil. He may 
pretend to offer solutions to 
America’s energy challenges, 
but Romney  supports 
protecting the billions in 
special tax breaks enjoyed by 
the same oil industry that is 
bankrolling his campaign.”

Mitt roMNey WouLd Pro-
teCt big oiL’s taXPayer-

fuNded haNdouts
Romney: “I don’t want to 

raise taxes on oil companies.” 
In response to the 

ads that the Obama 
Campaign and Priorities 
USA Action were running, 
which criticized Romney’s 
support for tax breaks for 
oil companies, Romney 
said at a townhall meeting, 
“[Obama] blames me for 
the high price of gasoline 
because I don’t want to raise 
taxes on oil companies. I 
don’t like raising taxes on 
anybody.” He then said that 
the President’s proposal to 
eliminate oil subsides is part 
of a “dangerous” strategy to 
“divide America.” 

roMNey suPPorts PauL 
ryaN’s budget PLaN, 

WhiCh WouLd keeP taX 
breaks for big oiL.
 According to Politico, 

Romney said: “I’m very 
supportive of the Ryan 
budget plan. It’s a bold 
and exciting effort on his 
part and on the part of the 
Republicans and it’s very 
much consistent with what I 
put out earlier. I applaud it. 
It’s an excellent piece of work 
and very much needed.” As 
the Center for American 
Progress has noted, the Ryan 
budget “retains $40 billion 
in Big Oil tax loopholes 
while completely eliminating 
investments in the clean 
energy technologies of the 
future that are essential for 

long-term economic growth.” 
CAP recently confirmed that 
the oil subsidies would still be 
protected in the latest version 
of the Ryan budget. Romney 
also pledged support for oil 
company subsidies during 
the 2008 campaign. The New 
York Times reported: “In a 
written response to questions 
about his energy positions, 
Romney said Friday, ‘Now 
is not the right time to raise 
taxes on our oil companies.’ 
He expressed doubt about 
requirements to reduce 
carbon-dioxide emissions.” 

big oiL has Put big MoN-
ey behiNd Mitt roMNey:
$$ koCh brothers haVe 

PLedged More thaN $200 
MiLLioN With “foCus” oN 

defeatiNg obaMa. 
According to Politico, 

“The billionaire industrialist 
brothers David and Charles 
Koch plan to steer more than 
$200 million —potentially 
much more —to conservative 
groups ahead of Election 
Day, POLITICO has learned 
at the latest installment of the 
twice-a-year gatherings of 
major donors sponsored by 
the Koch brothers’ privately 
owned oil, chemical and 
consumer products company, 
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D e a t h - p e n a l t y 
opponents are gearing up 
for the possible abolition 
of capital punishment in 
California. They’d see it as a 
major victory, writes David 
Dow, but they shouldn’t. If 
California dumps the death 
penalty this November, 
abolitionists will probably 
dance in the streets. But they 
shouldn’t, because the state 
would be abandoning one 
terrible idea only to replace it 
with another. 

The so-called Savings, 
Accountability, and Full 
Enforcement for California 
Act, or SAFE, would eliminate 
capital punishment across the 
board in favor of life without 
parole. Death-penalty 
opponents easily collected 
more than half a million 
signatures to get SAFE on the 
ballot. If it passes, the lives 
of 725 prisoners currently 
awaiting execution will be 
spared. Instead of dying on a 
gurney from lethal injection, 

they will die in prison of 
natural causes (or maybe 
violence).

The impetus behind 
SAFE is largely economic. 
California has spent more 
than $4 billion on capital 
punishment since 1976, and 
executed 13 people. And 
since well over half the costs 
of a death-penalty case occur 
before the appeals even begin, 
there is no way to lower those 
costs meaningfully, short 
of adopting a legal system 
modeled on that of Iran or 
the DR Congo. So fiscal 
hawks in California, even 
law-and-order fiscal hawks, 
appear ready to write off the 
death-penalty experiment as 
a failure.

But cost isn’t the only 
factor. Opponents of the death 
penalty have passionately 
embraced LWOP—as the 
alternative sentence is 
affectionately known—
because it undeniably saves 
lives. In 2005, Texas, which 

executes far more people 
than any other state, gave 
juries the option of imposing 
LWOP instead of execution. 
The number of death 
sentences plummeted, from 
30 to 40 a year down to the 
single digits today.

LWOP is as 
dehumanizing as death itself, 
and in some ways it is even 
worse. LWOP also appeals, 
of course, to voters who are 
worried about executing 
an innocent person. The 
remarkable spate of DNA 
exonerations over the past 
two decades has permeated 
the public consciousness. 
People who never thought 
about the criminal justice 
system before, or who figured 
it was reliable, have heard 
story after story of men sent to 
prison or death row for years, 
sometimes decades, only to 
be found innocent. These 
same people sit on juries, 
and they don’t want the next 
mistake to be theirs. Since 

most death-penalty cases 
don’t have DNA evidence 
proving the accused’s guilt, 
many jurors are left with a 
nagging doubt. For them, 
LWOP is perfect: They can 
convict someone they’re 
pretty sure is a murderer 
and know he’ll be forever 
removed from society, but if 
he turns out to be innocent, 
he’ll still be around (we hope) 
to reclaim what is left of his 
life.

Regardless of why 
they prefer LWOP, if voters 
approve SAFE, California 
will become the sixth state 
in five years to abandon 
the death penalty. But with 
a death-row population 
about thirty times the size 
of those of the other five 
states combined, California’s 
decision would dwarf the 
others in significance.

________________________________
Source: Daily Beast 4/27/12 http://
www.thedailybeast.com/

Lawyers for former 
BART police officer Johannes 
Mehserle asked a state appeals 
court in San Francisco to 
overturn his involuntary 
manslaughter conviction 
in the killing of unarmed 
passenger Oscar Grant at 
an Oakland station in 2009. 
Attorney Dylan Schaffer 
argued at the 45-minute 
hearing that while Mehserle 
made a “tragic and horrible 
error,” he didn’t act with 
the level of recklessness that 
legally defines involuntary 
manslaughter. “All he did 
is make an error,” Schaffer 
told a three-judge panel of 
the Court of Appeal. “Police 
officers are fallible. We 
cannot put them at risk of 
prosecution for just making 
policing errors,” Schaffer said. 
Mehserle, 30, was convicted 
of involuntary manslaughter 
by a Los Angeles jury in 
2010. He was sentenced 
to two years in prison and 
was released last year after 
receiving credits that reduced 
his time in custody to about 
a year.

Another defense 
attorney, Michael Rains, 
said that although Mehserle 
has completed his sentence, 
he is pursuing the appeal 
because he can’t return to a 
job in law enforcement with 
a felony conviction on his 
record. Rains said Mehserle 
has been working in non-
law-enforcement jobs, but 
declined to give details except 

to say that the former officer 
is a talented handyman. 
Mehserle, wearing a dark 
business suit, attended the 
hearing but made no public 
comments. Mehserle claimed 
after the shooting that he had 
accidentally used his revolver 
when he meant to use a Taser 
stun gun to subdue Grant 
during the incident at BART’s 
Fruitvale station early on New 
Year’s Day in 2009. Schaffer 
argued at today’s hearing 
that there was insufficient 
evidence to support a finding 
of recklessness and that there 
were errors in jury instructions 
at Mehserle’s trial.

Senior Assistant Attorney 
General Gerald Engler, 
representing prosecutors, 
argued that there was “ample 
evidence” that Mehserle 
acted recklessly. Engler 
listed a series of differences 
between a revolver and a stun 
gun. Mehserle was convicted 
“not because he committed 
a mistake, but because this 
mistake was committed with 
gross negligence,” Engler 
argued. The appeals court 
now has three months to issue 
a written decision. Schaffer 
said that if Mehserle loses 
the appeal, he will continue 
appeals to the California 
and U.S. supreme courts if 
necessary.
________________________________
Source: The Bay Citizen 
5/9/12 (http://s.tt/1blrq)

sara JervinG 

An online gun retailer has 
been criticized for promoting 
an advertisement for shooting 
targets that resemble 17-year 
old shooting victim Trayvon 
Martin. The target depicted a 
hooded figure holding skittles 
and tea with crosshairs on his 
chest. Martin was reportedly 
holding skittles and tea when 
he was shot dead — in the chest 
— by George Zimmerman 
in Florida in February 2012. 
The horrific shooting of 
the unarmed youth led to a 
national conversation about 
the NRA-crafted Stand Your 
Ground/Shoot to Kill law 

and the role the American 
Legislative Exchange Council 
played in spreading the 
Florida law across the nation. 

According to the ad, the 
sellers stated they, “support 
Zimmerman and believe 
he is innocent and that he 
shot a thug.” The ad was 
reportedly placed by the 
Hiller Armament Company 
of Virginia and has since been 
removed from the site where 
it was hosted, GunBroker.
com. The unidentified 
seller told a reporter at 
Orlando’s WKMG, “My 
main motivation was to make 
money off the controversy,” 
and that he sold out of the 

targets in two days.”It’s 
outrageous that someone 
would try and exploit such 
a horrific situation as an 
unarmed teen being gunned 
down, and profit off something 
so vile and disgusting as a 
gun target silhouette,” said 
Hilary Shelton, director of 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People’s Washington bureau.
________________________________
Source: PRWatch 5/14/12 
http://www.prwatch.org 

Life without parole to replace 
capital punishment?

Mehserle asks 
court to overturn 
conviction 

Virginia firm sells gun targets resembling trayvon Martin
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Inhumane solitary confinement must stop

Private prison corporations are modern day 
slave traders

saL rodriGuez 

We live in a state whose citizens are more morally 
outraged about the confinement of chickens and dogs than of 
human beings. We are the families of thousands of loved ones 
who have been incarcerated indefinitely—some for decades—
in California’s “supermax” segregated and administrative 
housing units. Solitary confinement, even for short periods, 
has been known for centuries to cause irreparable physical 
and psychological damage: torture. Yet California continues 
to condone this practice in violation of both Constitutional 
and international law against the use of this and other inhuman 
and degrading treatment.

In March 2012 the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (CDCR) came out with its long-awaited 
proposal to overhaul its use of prolonged solitary confinement 
to manage gangs and violent prisoners. Families, lawyers, 
prisoners and activists had hoped that after two peaceful 
hunger strikes in 2011 engaging 12,000 prisoners protesting 
CDCR’s illegal practices, the Department would follow 
several other states that have successfully and significantly 
reduced their use of solitary confinement and instituted 
effective rehabilitation and re-entry programs—and at great 

savings to overstressed state budgets.
By definition “torture” is the intentional infliction of 

severe mental or physical pain or suffering by or with the 
consent of state authorities for a specific purpose: With 
CDCR, this purpose is to extract information about gang 
activities, real or fabricated. There is nothing in these new 
proposals that leads any of us to believe that a sincere reform 
of CDCR’s extremist policies is at hand; in fact, the language 
is more obscure, the policies more layered, and the prisoners’ 
demands for decency and rehabilitation virtually ignored. 
Amnesty International and the National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture among others issued immediate statements 
repudiating this document as not going far enough to address 
the inhumane conditions that have persisted in California 
prisons for decades. If anything, much of the new document 
appears even more Draconian. We are very concerned for our 
loved ones inside this prison within the prison.

Prisons are by nature closed systems, yet they are funded 
by taxpayers and are public institutions whose function is to 
oversee the deprivation of liberty, an extreme use of power 
against an individual. Our loved ones are human beings first 
and prisoners second. Too many have endured retaliation, 
arbitrary interpretations of CDCR’s regulations code, poor 

food, medical negligence, and an inability to program out of 
solitary unless they self-incriminate, snitch, or die. This is not 
to ignore crime and punishment, but we believe the public 
interest in law and order can best be served through standards 
of morality and human decency.

iN the PubLiC’s iNterest
All California communities are stakeholders in what 

happens in our prisons because many of these inmates will 
eventually return to society. Even if our state’s citizens may 
not generally be sympathetic to prisoners, we must hold our 
public institutions to high ethical standards, including assuring 
that both prisons and communities are safe.

Gov. Jerry Brown and Secretary of Operations Matthew 
Cate recently applauded CDCR for removing the last “bad 
beds” in prison overcrowding—a move to eliminate degrading 
and inhuman conditions, creating a more effective penal 
regime that honors dignity and human rights. This thinking 
must now be transferred to prisoners in solitary. California’s 
version of supermax is extreme on every level, involving 
more prisoners for more of their sentences under worse 
conditions. Many states are revisiting their use of solitary 
confinement, but given California’s documented tendency to 
create torturous conditions under the justification of security, 
large-scale use of solitary confinement in this state should end.

Substantial, meaningful and ethical revision of the 
CDCR proposals will be a large step toward restoring basic 
justice in California, with no less concern for the real issue of 
public safety. We believe California’s faith communities have 
a considerable stake in this humanitarian reform and we ask 
your participation in our efforts to raise awareness and end 
torture in California prisons.

 Contact information: California Families to Abolish Solitary 
Confinement (CFASC), 8018 E. Santa Ana Canyon Rd. 
Suite 100 #213, Anaheim, CA 92808-1102; 714.290.9077
_______________________________
Source: Solitary Watch 4/20/12 http://solitarywatch.com

GLen ford

The nation’s largest private prison company, the 
Corrections Corporation of America, is on a buying spree. 
With a war chest of $250 million, the corporation, which is 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange, earlier this year sent 
letters to 48 states, offering to buy their prisons outright. To 
ensure their profitability, the corporation insists that it be 
guaranteed that the prisons be kept at least 90 percent full. 
Plus, the corporate jailers demand a 20-year management 
contract, on top of the profits they expect to extract by 
spending less money per prisoner.

For the last two years, the number of inmates held in state 
prisons has declined slightly, largely because the states are 
short on money. Crime, of course, has declined dramatically 
in the last 20 years, but that has never dampened the states’ 
appetites for warehousing ever more Black and brown bodies, 
and the federal prison system is still growing. However, the 
Corrections Corporation of America believes the economic 
crisis has created an historic opportunity to become the 
landlord, as well as the manager, of a big chunk of the 
American prison gulag.

The attempted prison grab is also defensive in nature. If 
private companies can gain both ownership and management 
of enough prisons, they can set the prices without open-bid 
competition for prison services, creating a guaranteed cost-
plus monopoly like that which exists between the Pentagon 
and the military-industrial complex.

But, for a better analogy, we must go back to the 
American slave system, a thoroughly capitalist enterprise 
that reduced human beings to units of labor and sale. The 

Corrections Corporation of America’s filings with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission read very much like the 
documents of a slave-trader. Investors are warned that profits 
would go down if the demand for prisoners declines. That is, 
if the world’s largest police state shrinks, so does the corporate 
bottom line. Dangers to profitability include “relaxation of 
enforcement efforts, leniency in conviction or parole standards 
and sentencing practices or through the decriminalization of 
certain activities that are currently proscribed by our criminal 
laws.” The corporation spells it out: “any changes with respect 
to drugs and controlled substances or illegal immigration 
could affect the number of persons arrested, convicted, 
and sentenced, thereby potentially reducing demand for 
correctional facilities to house them.” At the Corrections 
Corporation of America, human freedom is a dirty word.

But, there is something even more horrifying than the 
moral turpitude of the prison capitalists. If private companies 
are allowed to own the deeds to prisons, they are a big step 
closer to owning the people inside them. Many of the same 
politicians that created the system of mass Black incarceration 
over the past 40 years, would gladly hand over to private 
parties all responsibility for the human rights of inmates. The 
question of inmates’ rights is hardly raised in the debate over 
prison privatization. This is a dialogue steeped in slavery and 
racial oppression. Just as the old slave markets were abolished, 
so must the Black American Gulag be dismantled – with no 
compensation to those who traffic in human beings.

________________________________
Source: Alternet 4/29/12, www.alternet.org 
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If you, or somebody you love, is struggling with their 
need to cross-dress, please have them contact me at the 
email address below. All information shared and all contact 
information is completely confidential and will not be shared 
with anyone for any reason. And to those transgender folk 
who cross-dress, I know you are out there. You have a safe 
place where you will be respected and will have love and 
support on your journey. We are here for you.

rev. sr. eLena keLLy, osh is a minister to the 
PeoPLe of stockton and the centraL vaLLey, and 
is the treasurer and voLunteer coordinator at 
san Joaquin Pride center. she can Be reached at 
eLena.keLLy@comcast.net.

eLena keLLy

According to the 2010 Census, as well as the most current 
statistics on the prevalence of transgender people in the general 
population, Stockton should be home to approximately 900 
transgender people. I have been the Director of the Stockton 
Transgender Alliance for just over three years and I have 
helped about 110 transgender people. Are there 790 more 
transgender people out there just waiting for the right time 
to come out?

The term “transgender” is an umbrella term that includes 
all whose gender identity does not match their assigned sex at 
birth. I often use the analogy of the term “American,” because 
there are many different kinds of people who are Americans, 
just as there are many different kinds of people who are 
transgender. Gender identity refers to a person’s internal 
sense of their individual maleness or femaleness. Most people 
have a gender identity that matches their assigned sex, but not 
transgender people. 

So if the statistics are correct, and there are around 
900 transgender people in Stockton, why isn’t my phone 
ringing off the hook, or my Inbox filled with messages from 
them? In my humble opinion, at least part of the confusion 
is inherent in the definition of transgender, and how it is 
applied. Currently “transgender” includes cross-dressers, 
transvestites, drag queens and kings, and transsexuals. The 
vast majority of people who utilize the services of the Alliance 
identify themselves as transsexual. In all these years, not one 
cross-dresser or transvestite, and only two drag persons have 
contacted us through the Alliance. 

A cross-dresser is a person who has a gender identification 
with one sex, but who wears the clothing of the opposite sex 
because it is the clothing of the opposite sex. Recently there 
was an event in Stockton called “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,” 
which was held to stop rape, sexual assault, and gender 
violence. Men are asked to wear high heels and walk one mile 
to raise money in support of these purposes. According to 
the definition, every man that participated is a cross-dresser. 
Robin Williams was cross-dressing in the film Mrs. Doubtfire. 
So anytime a man wears any item of women’s clothing, just 
because it is an item of women’s clothing, he is cross-dressing. 

Not all cross-dressers are transgender. In fact, the only 
cross-dressers who are transgender are those whose gender 
identity does not match their birth sex. The cross-dressers I 
have encountered are heterosexual men who like the feel of 
women’s clothes and wear them only in the privacy of their 
own homes, typically without their wives or anyone else 
ever knowing. It’s obvious why they don’t call or email me. 
They don’t need my help! They are happy to be men and 
indulge their fantasies in private. However, cross-dressers are 
regularly included in transgender statistical data. 

A professor at the University of Michigan has estimated 
that 20-30% of all males cross-dress at some point in their 
lives. Applying the percentages to this group reveals that 
between 300 and 430 Stockton residents are transgender 
cross-dressers. That comes from a pool of 29,000 to 43,000 
Stockton men who will cross-dress at sometime in their lives. 

So 300-430 transgender people in Stockton are cross-
dressers who are not comfortable with their assigned birth 
sex. That’s 3-4 times the number of people who have called 
the Alliance! How do I reach out to these folks who are 
struggling with these feelings? Until their discomfort becomes 
almost unbearable, they will not reach out for help. In fact, 
like transsexuals, the suicide rate is high for cross-dressers. 
They would rather die than let anyone find out who they 
really are. My heart breaks for them. I lived with that same 
pain for almost fifty years. I have learned that ignorance is 
death. Society is largely ignorant of transgender issues and of 
cross-dressers in particular. By the way, when a transgender 
person has transitioned, whether there has been hormone 
therapy, surgery, or any other intervention, that person is not 
cross-dressing. They are wearing the clothing of their true 
gender identity. 

The T is not silent

Calling all cross-dressers

invisible
If you’re obese or if you are abused,
If you are a geek or feel used, you 
may be under the spell!
If you’re special needs or if you’re an emo,
If you’re depressed and if you’re 
evil, it’s not your farewell!

If you’re black or if you’re white, if you’re 
ginger or if it’s your last night,
If you’re battling cancer or if you’re not right,
If you’re anorexic, cannibalistic, or major sexist,
If you’re a criminal, I don’t care at 
all, if you’re in juvenile hall.

Kids with problems don’t feel 
alone, you’re with me.
If you feel like you’re there, but no one can 
see, well - you’re not invisible to me.
You are not invisible to me!

If you’re gay or KKK or Mexican 
or lesbian or Russian,
If you have Tourettes and you are cussin’,
If you’re stuck in a wheelchair or 
you’re strugglin with ADD, 
You can always count on me.
And, if you have OCD, then I can 
help you - well maybe!

Kids with problems don’t feel 
alone, you’re with me.
If you feel like you’re there, but no one can 
see, well - you’re not invisible to me.
You are not invisible to me!

Donovan Osborne, age 11
(great nephew of Paula LeVeck)

Operating a Successful 
Business in a Down 

Economy!
Free and confidential business consulting

Affordable training (no charge for many workshops)
Call the SBDC to see how we can assist you
56 S. Lincoln Street • Stockton, CA 95203

209—954—5089
www.sbdc.deltacollege.org

J. F. DONALDSON
TIRES • BRAKES • ALIGNMENT

Bridgestone • Michelin
Auto Repair • Oil service

240 N. Hunter St. @ Miner, Stockton 95202

Committed to excellence in customer
service for nearly 100 years.

Phone: 466-4393 Fax: 209-466-2310

Monday-Friday 7-5

Tiger’s Den Kid School
• Strength Based Education

• 1:6 Teacher/Child Ratio
• Home Enviroment

• K-8 Professional Tutoring  
• Infants & Toddlers
• Preschool • Extended Care

Exceptional

Baby Care Child Diaper Service Available
Free meals provided—pesticide

& trans fat free, locally grown

209-467-0171
tigersdenschool@gmail.com

membership includes a subscription to Audubon Magazine & 
Hoot Owl. 

Make checks payable to ... National audubon Society. 
Send to: audubon
PO Box 7755, Stockton, CA 95207
____$35 Individual ____$38 Family ____$20 Student ____$21 Senior-

NAME___________________________________PH#_______________ 

ADDRESS__________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________STATE________ZIP___________

Questions about Audubon? Call Dave Wagner 943—6997.
www.sanjoaquinaudubon.org

local
Join our Audubon

• Probate
• Trusts
• General Practice

• Personal Injury
• Social Security
• Wills

LaW offiCes of  
aNN M. CerNey

sheLLie Lott
LaNgLey kreuze

attorneys at Law
45 hunter square Plaza, stockton

104 N. school st. #205, Lodi
948—9384 or 369—1333

Se Habla Espanol • Thai • Vietnamese
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Will the media let Congress forget about the 
Gulf oil disaster?

Oil lease bids stopped greater crime

likely that another company 
might not have the same 
resources or willingness to 
waive the liability cap.

Yet in much of the media 
coverage of drilling, it’s as if 
the BP spill never occurred. 
Not only is the dearth of 
reform since the spill typically 
left unmentioned even as 
drilling surges, but some 
coverage of offshore drilling 
actually entirely ignores 
safety concerns. This was 
evident when Fox Business’ 
Gerri Willis asked Rep. Cliff 
Stearns to respond to Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar’s 
criticism of Congressional 
inaction. Stearns’ response 
exemplified the typical 
treatment of the spill: he 
said we “want to continue 
to permit” drilling in the 
Gulf without any mention of 
changes needed to prevent a 
future spill, and he obscured 

So far ABC, NBC, 
CBS, CNN and Fox News 
have ignored the panel’s 
assessment report, issued 
just days before the second 
anniversary of the worst 
oil spill in U.S. history. 
MSNBC’s Dylan Ratigan 
was the exception, running 
a segment on the panel’s 
findings and the ongoing 
impacts of the spill.

The panel 
recommended, among other 
things, that Congress create a 
program to collect fees from 
the offshore drilling industry 
to ensure adequate funding 
for “effective regulatory 
operations” and raise the cap 
on the liability a company has 
for a spill, which is currently 
set “much lower than the costs 
likely to be incurred today” at 
$75 million. As these actions 
have not been taken, a spill 
“might well recur” and it is 

shauna theeL

Following a lengthy 
investigation, the national 
Oil Spill Commission 
concluded in January 2011 
that “the root causes” of the 
BP disaster were “systematic 
and, absent significant reform 
in both industry practices 
and government policies, 
might well recur.” This week 
the same panel of experts 
found that Congress “has 
yet to enact any legislation 
responding to the explosion 
and spill.” Rather than 
implement the panel’s 
recommendations, the House 
has actually “passed several 
bills” with provisions that 
“run contrary to what the 
Commission concluded was 
essential for safe, prudent, 
responsible development of 
offshore oil resources,” said 
the commissioners.

the lasting consequences of 
the disaster, saying that BP 
had “agreed to clean up” 
and “business has returned 
there.”

In reality, the damage 
to the Gulf is ongoing. As 
the New York Times recently 
noted, “The toll on the gulf 
and its marine life may not be 
known for years. The herring 
population of Alaska’s Prince 
William Sound did not crash 
until three years after the 
Exxon Valdez spill.” As we 
further our understanding of 
the lasting effects the spill has 
on wildlife, seafood and jobs, 
the media should not only 
report on the developments 
but also incorporate the 
findings into its political 
coverage. The public is 
listening.
________________________________
Source: Media Matters for America 
4/29/12 http://mediamatters.org

too late for climate activism 
to thwart catastrophe. Best to 
ensure that poor people and 
nations don’t bear most of the 
brunt.

That question of 
citizenship — and its relative 
definitions — is essentially 
how he got here. Before 
and during his trial in 
spring 2011, DeChristopher 
maintained it was necessary 
to stand against a federal oil- 
and gas-lease auction that 
he argued was illegal and 
rushed without necessary 
environmental review at 
the end of the George W. 
Bush administration. The 
incoming Obama team later 
pulled the leases for further 
review.

month with the Salt Lake 
Tribune, DeChristopher 
talked about his time in 
prison and his feelings about 
the importance of social 
activism. “We do have the 
power to shape the country,” 
he said, “but too often people 
act like consumers instead of 
citizens.”

Although it was an 
environmental stand that led 
him here, DeChristopher is 
just as incensed when talking 
about “corporate citizenship,” 
such as that endorsed by 
a Supreme Court ruling 
opening the vault for untold 
corporate dollars in elections. 
He champions worker rights 
and “social justice,” and, in 
fact, said he believes it’s now 

the judge in the trial refused 
to allow testimony explaining 
his motives.

“If a building is burning 
down and you commit a crime 
to save it,” Pat Shea, another 
member of DeChristopher’s 
defense team, told supporters 
at a downtown Denver rally 
after the hearing, “there’s no 
other option.” The original 
sentence DeChristopher 
was given was unusually 
high, claim his supporters, 
and many have accused 
the presiding judge in that 
trial, U.S. District Court 
Judge Dee Benson, of 
mishandling the trial and 
punishing DeChristopher 
for his political leanings. In 
a prison interview earlier this 

Prosecutors said 
DeChristopher’s brand of 
“citizenship” threatened the 
“rule of law.” Jurors, some 
reluctantly, convicted him. 
Judge Benson then told 
DeChristopher he likely 
wouldn’t have faced prison 
had he stopped speaking 
out — as he did in a fiery 
post-conviction speech on 
the courthouse steps, where 
the activist urged supporters 
rallying on Main Street to 
follow his lead into civil 
disobedience against climate 
change.
________________________________
Source: Common Dreams 5/11/12 
http://www.commondreams.org

30 year-old convicted 
climate activist, Tim 
DeChristopher, who was 
sentenced to two years in 
federal prison for foiling 
an oil and gas lease auction 
was given an opportunity 
to appeal his conviction 
early May. Arguing on his 
behalf, his lawyers claim that 
DeChristopher had no choice 
available to him other than to 
halt the lease of public lands, 
and that ultimately his actions 
were necessary to prevent the 
greater harm that would be 
done to the environment if 
the leases were granted to the 
drilling companies.

“Mr. DeChristopher’s 
actions effectively stopped 
the lease process and gave 

the new administration the 
opportunity to review it 
and then move forward,” 
argued defense attorney 
Ron Yengich before the 10th 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Denver, as reported by 
the /Salt Lake Tribune/. 
The three judge panel will 
decide later whether the 
former University of Utah 
economics major should get a 
new trial or be released from 
the California prison camp 
where he has already served 
nine months. 

Federal prosecutors failed 
to prove DeChristopher’s 
criminal intent, that his 
disruption of an auction of 
wilderness land was an act of 
civil disobedience and that 

ending over $110 billion in handouts to fossil fuels
 Early May, Senator 

Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and 
Representative Keith Ellison 
(D-Minn.) announced 
legislation that is the most 
comprehensive attempt to 
end subsidies for the fossil 
fuels industry in the United 
States. Sen. Sanders and 
Rep. Ellison’s bill would 
save taxpayers over $10 
billion a year and more than 
$110 billion over ten years. 
Friends of the Earth’s Tax 
Analyst Ben Schreiber issued 

the following statement about 
the bill. “Bold leadership, like 
that which Sen. Sanders and 
Rep. Ellison have exhibited 
today, will be necessary if 
we are to have any hope of 
avoiding climate catastrophe. 
We simply must stop paying 
corporations to

cause asthma, lung 
disease and cancer. Sen. 
Sanders and Rep. Ellison 
have gone far beyond 
anyone before them with 
their proposal to eliminate 

subsidies to the fossil fuel 
industry. Conservatively we 
are giving more than $110 
billion to fossil fuels, and 
the final tally is surely much 
higher. It is unconscionable 
that anyone is talking about 
cutting programs that make 
up the core of our social 
safety net, like Social Security 
and Medicaid, while we 
continue to give out billions 
of dollars each year to some 
of the world’s largest and 
most profitable corporations. 

Ending these subsidies is just 
common sense. The first step 
in responsible budgeting 
is ending incentives for 
pollution and instead making 
polluters pay for their 
pollution.”

/friends of the 
earth is the u.s. 
voice of the WorLd’s 
LarGest Grassroots 
e n v i r o n m e n t a L 
netWork,  

________________________________
Source: Friends of The Earth release 
5/10/12 http://www.foe.org
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Youth development

 “Leaders making 
leaders making 
leaders…”

Endangered 
Species
then began expanding beyond the Rockies; wolves started 
returning to Oregon in 1999, and the first pack, the Imnaha, 
was established in 2008. There are now four confirmed packs 
in eastern Oregon and at least 29 wolves. The first reliable 
reports of wolves returning to Washington came in 2005; 
today the state has five packs in the central and eastern 
portions of the state, including three breeding pairs and at least 
27 individuals. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service delisted 
the northern Rockies gray wolf in 2008, but the decision was 
overturned after conservationists successfully argued that the 
recovery plan goal was outdated and insufficient to remove 
the threat of extinction. In 2011, for the first time in the history 
of the Endangered Species Act, Congress overruled the courts 
and ordered the delisting of northern Rockies gray wolves, 
along with those in parts of Oregon, Washington and Utah. 
Wolf populations in Idaho and Montana are now subject to 
aggressive hunting and trapping seasons designed to severely 
reduce populations.
________________________________
Source: Center for Biological Diversity 5/17/12 www.ESAsuccess.org 

June 16, UOP

Bike or Hike to Feed the Hungry benefits 
the Emergency Food Bank

Early registration for 
best price” is June 6 for 
the fourth annual Bike (or 
Hike) to Feed the Hungry 
event, set for Saturday, June 
16, 8:30 am, starting and 
finishing at the University of 
Pacific’s DeRosa University 
Center, 901 Presidents Drive, 
Stockton.

This “adventure event” is 
designed to get Stocktonians 
up and moving - whether it 
is biking or walking/hiking. 
Three bicycling courses are 
offered; two of them along 
the Calaveras Bike Path; the 
bike trail “westerly route” is 
9.3 miles out to Buckley Cove 
park on the Stockton Deep 
Water Channel, the other 
“easterly route” is 7.6 miles 
in length. The walking route 
offers walkers (and, bicyclists, 
too) a pleasant, shaded route 
south through Stockton’s 
mid-town historical housing 
district, to the Stockton Ports 
Baseball Park, a round-trip 
of 4.3 miles. Bicyclists can 
link all three routes together 
for a “round-trip bike route” 
totaling 21.3 miles.

Fun Kids activities for all 
ages and a kid’s “Bike Rodeo” 
for youngsters ages 1 to 9 
will begin at 9 am. Tricycles, 
bikes with training wheels, 
and other novice riders are 
welcomed. The rodeo will 
offer an obstacle course, 
contests and safety lessons 
for new bikers. Parents/
guardians are urged to bring 
their budding riders for a fun 
morning of activities.

A “Get Fit, Stockton” 
Health and Fitness Fair will 
greet walkers and bikers when 
they return to the University 
of Pacific campus, running 
until 12:30 PM. The event 
also features nutritious food, 
drink, fun for the family and 

displays from many agencies 
and businesses which help 
families get, and stay, fit and 
healthy.

Entrance fee for the 
Bike (or Hike) to Feed the 
Hungry is only $25 (or 
pledges of $35+), or $10 for 
the Kids Bike Rodeo (by the 
early registration deadline of 
June 6; prices increase by $5 
after that date, and, another 
$5 on day of the event); all 
participants receive a Hike 
and Bike t-shirt and a delicious 
barbecue lunch from 10:30 
am to 12:30 pm. Participants 
are urged to raise additional 
pledges to help defeat hunger 
in our community.

The Bike (or Hike) to 
Feed the Hungry event is 
presented by the Emergency 
Food Bank, which annually 
serves over 130,000 county 
residents - providing 
packaged food and nutrition 
education to families and 
seniors. Participants are also 
urged to bring canned goods 
or staples to the event that 
morning.

To register, raise pledges 

or for more insight, please see: 
www.stocktonhikeandbike.
org; for additional questions, 
please contact Babette Davis 
or Tim Viall, Emergency 

Food Bank, 209.464.7369, 
or by email: tviall@
stocktonfoodbank.org.

 BACK2B.A.C (Believing And Changing, Stockton) 
was birthed at a planning meeting where the passions 
of YMCA staff members, Family Resource and Referral 
Center’s Teen IMPACT Center staff, and a group of teen 
leaders known as the Teen Leadership Council all collided. 
We all envisioned this event to be a place where teens from 
every corner of Stockton could gather and be educated and 
challenged as leaders to make positive change in their city. 
There is no better example of how effective this event was in 
raising up leaders than in Jose Jimenez and Gabriel Delao. 
These two Edison High School students, a freshman and a 
sophomore, were drawn to BACK2B.A.C. through the Edison 
YMCA After School Program’s handball program looking to 
win the event’s handball tournament. They went to the event 
each day only to ensure that they won the trophies, slouching 
through presentations and begging us to give them free time 
to get back on the handball court. 

 After winning 1st- and 2nd- place and connecting 
with the Teen Center’s music studio, these two began working 
with the Teen Leadership Council and as they began getting 
more involved, a change occurred. Their demeanors went 
from quick and inattentive to respectful and meaningful. At 
the next BACK2B.A.C. event, these two young men were at 
the front of the presentations asking questions and lending a 
helping hand throughout the week. 

 Gabriel, in particular, has been working closely 
with the Teen Leadership Council. He helped create the 
BACK2B.A.C. theme song and speaks highly of his mentor, 
Jose Cuevas—a senior at Cesar Chavez High School, who is the 
president of the Teen Leadership Council and very involved 
in BACK2B.A.C. At the most recent Summer BACK2B.A.C. 
planning meeting, Gabriel has stepped up to lead projects and 
has brought in some of his peers, urging them to voice their 
ideas for the next event. 

 Maybe they, too, will be changed by this program 
allowing leaders to make more leaders…  For more information 
contact:  Charity Brant at 559-349-1606 or charity.brant@
gmail.com. Ms. Brant is Community Outreach Coordinator/
Lead High School Program Coordinator for the YMCA of 
San Joaquin County and Stockton Unified School District 
STEP UP Program.

CONTINUED FROm PAGE 20
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MAY CALENDAR
Editor’s note: if your event isn’t listed, let us know. Send all copy to: 
bgiudici@caltel.com by the 10th of every month.
aPr 19 - JuN 17
Fine Feathered Friends at the 
Haggin Museum, 1201 N Per-
shing Ave, Stockton. Telling the 
story of birds in the Delta. 12 
- 5 pm weekends, 1:30 - 5 pm 
Wed - Fri. $2.50-$5, kids under 
10 free with adult. 940-6300. 

aPr 26 - May 23
SJDC Student Art Exhibitions, 
Tu 11am - 4pm, W-Th 11am-
6:30pm, F 11am - 1pm. SJ 
Delta College, LH Horton Jr 
Gallery, 5151 Pacific Ave, Stock-
ton. Free. 954-5507. 

thur - suN
May 4 - 27
On Golden Pond Thu 7:30 
pm, Fri-Sat 7:30 pm, Sun 2:30 
pm. Thur Dec 1 & 8. 7:30 pm. 
Stockton Civic Theatre, 2312 
Rosemarie Lane, Stockton 
$15 - $25. 473-2424. www.
sctlivetheatre.com

sat, May 26
Astronomy in the Park, co-host-
ed by the Stockton Astronomi-
cal Society. 7:30 - 10:30 pm. 
Oak Grove Regional Park, 4520 
W Eight Mile Rd, Stockton. 
Astronomy themed activities 
and use of telescopes free, $5 
parking. 953-8814.

Morrissey at the Fox Theatre, 
242 E Main St, Stockton. 8 pm. 
$39.50 - up. 373-1400.

fri, JuN 1
Butterfly Talk at Oak Grove Na-
ture Center by Dr. Kathy Schick. 
7 pm. 4520 W Eight Mile Rd, 
Stockton. Discover which but-
terflys live here! Program free, 
$5 parking. 953-8814.

thu, JuNe 7
Peace & Justice Network board 
meeting, Peace & Justice Cen-
ter, 231 Bedford Rd, Stockton. 
6:30 pm social, 7:00 Board. All 
welcome. 467-4455

“Stockton: who’s responsible? 
what’s the solution?” speech 
by Mike Fitzgerald, sponsored 
by the League of Women 
Voters of SJ County. Stockton 
Hilton, 2323 Grand Canal Blvd, 
Stockton. Dinner at 6 pm, RSVP 
by 5/31. 473-3320. Costs and 
info at www.sjc.ca.lwvnet.org.

Birding Leader David Yee talks 
avifauna of the Pacific flyway 
at the Haggin Museum, 1201 
N Pershing Ave, Stockton. 6:30 
pm. $2.50-$5, kids under 10 
free with adult. 940-6315. 

JuN 11-15
JuN 18-22
JuN 25-29
DeltaFusion is back! Giant 
puppets, music, performances. 
Participation is free, enrollment 
required. Workshops at UOP 

Long Theatre. Call 940-6315 or 
contact education@hagginmu-
seum.org for info. And check 
out deltafusionstockton.com.

tue, JuNe 12
89.5 Valley Community Radio 
meeting, 7 - 9 pm, Peace & 
Justice Center, 231 Bedford 
Rd, Stockton. All welcome. 
467-4455

sat, JuN 16
4th annual Bike/Hike to Feed 
the Hungry & Get Fit Health 
Fair. Starts and finishes at 
UOP’s DeRosa Center. Fun and 
fitness for a great organization, 
the Emergency Food Bank. 901 
Presidents Dr, UOP, Stockton. 
$10 kids 1 - 9 yrs, $25 adults. 
464-7369.

sat, JuN 30
DeltaFusion 2012: Meet me at 
the river pageant - a celebra-
tion of the natural and cultural 
diversity of Stockton and the 
Delta. Victory Park, Stockton. 9 
am - 1 pm. 940-6315.

first MoNdays
Campaign for Common Ground 
meeting, 7 pm, Towers Build-
ing, 509 W Weber Ave, Stock-
ton. ccgmemb@gmail.com

fourth MoNdays
Delta Sierra Club meeting, 7 
pm. Central United Methodist 
Church Fireside Room, 3700 
Pacific Ave, Stockton. 7 pm 
program with social time fol-
lowing. All welcome.

seCoNd tuesdays
89.5 Valley Community Radio 
meeting, 7 - 9 pm, Peace & 
Justice Center, 231 Bedford 
Rd, Stockton. 467-4455.

seCoNd thursdays
Single Payer San Joaquin 
meeting, 6:30 pm, Peace & 
Justice Center, 231 Bedford 
Rd, Stockton. bailey_hcasj@
sbcglobal.net

third thursdays
Central Valley Wellstone 
Progressive Democratic Club, 
6 pm, Perko’s Cafe, 1703 E. 
Yosemite Ave., Manteca,
Info: Rose Roach, 209-474-8496

fourth saturdays
Greater Lodi Area Democrats 
(GLAD) breakfast meeting, 8:30 
am, Dee Dee’s Family Dining, 
1170 S. Cherokee Ln, Lodi. 209-
663-3717

MoNdays
Jazz at the Blackwater 9 - 11:30 
pm. Acacia & Yosemite, Stock-
ton. 943-6938.

tuesdays
Student jam sessions hosted 
by the Brubeck Institute Jazz 
Quintet 7-9 pm, Valley Brew, 
157 Adams St, Stockton. Free. 

WedNesdays
SJBC Wednesday Night Ride’s, 
7 PM, leaving from parking lot 
behind Empresso Coffeehouse, 
1825 Pacific Avenue, Stockton. 
sjbike.weebly.com

thursdays
Peace demonstration, 5-6 
PM, edge of Delta campus on 
Pacific, across from Macy’s. 
Free parking at mall. Weekly 
since 2003. We have signs, or 
bring your own. We get LOTS 
of honks! Info 464-3326.

Dinner and a show, 6:30 - 9:30. 
Blackwater Cafe, Acacia & 
Yosemite, Stockton. 
Take Five Jazz club, 7 - 9 pm, 
Valley Brew (see above)

saturdays
Crosstown Freeway Farmers 
Market, under the freeway 
between El Dorado & San Joa-
quin, Stockton. 7 - 11, or when 
sold out. 943-1830

suNdays
Occupy Stockton meetings, 3 - 
5 pm. Peace & Justice Center, 
231 Bedford Rd, Stockton. 
467-4455.

VoLuNteers Needed to 
distribute CoNNeCtioNs 
to WeLL-estabLished 
routes. about tWo 
hours Per MoNth. easy 
aNd fuN! CaLL deaN or 
MarCia saVage, 209-339-
1599.


































 
  

Become a Peace Pal! 
Please consider giving to PJN month by month. It will give us stable, predict-
able funding to continue providing our services. It’s easy for you and cost—
effective for us. Our website online donation is recommended for ease and 
convenience. Your monthly donation can be automatically withdrawn from 
your bank account. 

monthly Giving enrollment form

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________ Phone:____________________ 

Email:  _________________________________________ ______________________________________  

Yes, I accept your invitation to become a charter member of Peace Pals.
Here is my monthly pledge contribution of: 
❑ $10  ❑ $15  ❑ $20  ❑ $25  
❑ $(Other)__________ 

I prefer to donate by one of the following methods:
❑ U.S. mail; please send me envelopes 
❑ Online donation through PJN website: www.pjnsjc.org (click on donation button) 
❑ Automatic Bank Transfer    
❑ I’ve enclosed a check for my first contribution. Arrangements will be made by me with   
  my bank for future pledges.

Mail checks to: Peace and Justice Network, P.O. Box 4123, Stockton CA 95204
The Peace and Justice Network is a 501(c)3 non—profit educational corporation. Contributions are tax—deductible to the 
full extent allowed by law.
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with the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge’s creation 
in 1980, and wintering and migration habitat was protected 
in California and Oregon. The Aleutian Canada goose 
population grew from 790 birds in 1975 to more than 60,000 
in 2005. It was downlisted to “threatened” in 1990, declared 
recovered and removed from the endangered list in 2001, 
seven years earlier than projected by its recovery plan.

CaLiforNia Least terN.
The decline of these small seabirds that like to fish for 

anchovies and smelt in the shallow coastal waters of central 
and Southern California began in the late 19th century, due 
to the desirability of their feathers for women’s hats. In the 
decades after the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1916 ended 
that threat, populations again began to plummet as habitat 
was wiped out by development and recreational pressures. 
By the 1940s, terns were extirpated from most beaches of 
Orange and Los Angeles counties and were considered 
sparse elsewhere. When listed as endangered in 1970, just 225 
nesting tern pairs were recorded in California. Protection of 
nest beaches from development and disturbance, and active 
predator-control programs, allowed the species to steadily 
increase to about 7,100 pairs in California in 2004. In 2006 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recommended downlisting 
of the California least tern. In 2010 a population of 6,568 was 
recorded.

bLaCk-footed ferret
This 2-foot-long, black-masked member of the weasel 

family once occurred in central grasslands and basins 
from southern Canada to Texas but is now one of the most 
endangered mammals in North America. In the early 1900s, 
the United States was likely home to more than 5 million 
ferrets. But ferrets, which hunt prairie dogs for food and live 
in their burrows, were almost wiped out early in the 20th 
century after agricultural development and rodent poisons 
devastated prairie dog populations. Thirteen years after they 
were listed as endangered in 1967, the last captive ferret died, 
and the animals were thought to be extinct in North America. 
Then in 1981 a small relic population was discovered in a 
Wyoming prairie dog colony. Between 1991 and 1999, 
about 1,200 ferrets from that population were released in 
Wyoming, Montana, South Dakota, Arizona and along the 
Utah/Colorado border. At least two of those reintroduced 
populations are established and no longer require releases of 
captive-raised ferrets. Biologists estimate there are now a total 
of about 700 black-footed ferrets living in the wild.

aMeriCaN CroCodiLe 

In pre-Columbian days, the coastal tip of South Florida 
was literally crawling with thousands of American crocodiles. 
By the time they were listed as endangered in 1975, hunting 
for sport and skins as well as overcollection for zoos and 
museums had reduced their numbers to as few as 200. With 
the entire population, including only 10 to 20 breeding 
females, living in one small area of northeastern Florida 
Bay, American crocodiles were in stark danger of becoming 
little more than a memory. But only eight years after gaining 
Endangered Species Act protection, populations had grown 
to about 1,000, and crocodiles had already returned to much 
of their historic range, from Biscayne Bay and Key Largo to 
Florida’s southwestern coast. In 2005 the crocodiles’ numbers 
reached 2,085, and two years later the species was downlisted 
to threatened.

WhooPiNg CraNe
Iconic whooping cranes in flight, their long necks thrust 

forward and legs trailing behind, almost disappeared from 
North American skies after unregulated hunting and habitat 
destruction reduced their numbers from as many as 1,400 in 
the late 1800s to as few as 21 by 1938. By the time it was 
listed as endangered in 1967, the population of America’s 
tallest bird had dropped to just 48 wild and six captive birds. 
In 1978, critical habitat was designated in parts of Idaho, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas, primarily on federal 
and state wildlife-management lands. The bird whose habitat 
once stretched from the Arctic coast south to central Mexico, 
and from Utah east to New Jersey, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida, now nests in the wild at only three locations: 
Wisconsin, Central Florida, and Wood Buffalo National Park 
and adjacent areas in Canada (a population that winters in 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, Texas). Due to intensive 
habitat management, nest protection, captive breeding and 
reintroductions, the population rose steadily to 513 birds in 
2006, and 599 in 2011.

gray WoLf, NortherN roCky MouNtaiNs
Between the late 19th century and 1967, when wolves were 

listed as endangered, bounty hunting wiped out most of the 
wolf population in the lower 48 states, leaving populations in 
only northeastern Minnesota and Isle Royal, Mich. Successful 
recolonization of the Rocky Mountain region began in the 
early 1980s, and wolves were reintroduced to Yellowstone 
National Park and Idaho in the mid-1990s. In 2009 the total 
population of wolves in the northern Rockies was about 1,679, 
up from 1,545 in 2007 and 1,300 in 2006. The population 
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CALLING ALL TRUE DISSENTERS, 
THINKERS, PROTESTORS, BELIEVERS IN 

THE POWER OF THE PEOPLE!
 

JOIN THE PEACE & JUSTICE 

4
TH

 OF JULY PARADE CONTINGEN

PJN will represent the great AMERICAN TRADITION OF DISSENT in 
the Miracle Mile 4th of July Parade.

COSTUMES ENCOURAGED!
Come dressed as a famous history making protestor, but let us 

know you are coming.
Join our planning meetings: call 467-4455 or email

L. Gonzales: message@gemini87.info
C. Mathis: cmathis1103@yahoo.com

90 Percent of Endangered Species recovering on time

A new Center for Biological Diversity analysis of 110 
endangered species finds that 90 percent are on track to meet 
recovery goals set by federal scientists. The review examined 
population trends of plants and animals protected by the 
Endangered Species Act in all 50 states, including gray wolves 
in the northern Rocky Mountains, Florida panthers, Aleutian 
Canada geese and California condors. Again and again, the 
analysis finds species on a positive trajectory toward recovery 
—and in some cases exceeding expectations.

“There are Endangered Species Act success stories in 
every state in America,” said KierÃ¡n Suckling, executive 
director of the Center. “No other law in the world has done 
so much to rescue species from the brink of extinction and 
put them on a path to recovery. Simply put, the Act has been 
remarkably successful.”

This report, which relies on data from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and independent scientists, is a science-based 
rebuttal to attacks on the Act by critics like Rep. Doc Hastings 
(R-Wash.), chairman of the U.S. House Committee on Natural 
Resources, who claims the Act is “failing badly” because only 
1 percent of species have been recovered. The report finds 
that 80 percent of species haven’t been listed long enough 
to reach their projected delisting date: On average, species 
have been protected for 32 years and have a typical expected 
recovery period of 46 years.

“Saving species from the brink of extinction —and 
bringing them back to a point where they’re going to survive 
into the future —can’t happen overnight,” Suckling said. 
“Calling the Act a failure at this point is like throwing away a 
10-day prescription of antibiotics on the third day and saying 
they don’t work. It just makes no sense.”

aLeutiaN CaNada goose
Once nearly driven extinct by foxes introduced to their 

nesting islands in Alaska and by habitat destruction and 
hunting in California and Oregon, Aleutian Canada geese are 
today a clear success story. After a small population was found 
on a remote Alaskan island in the Aleutian chain, the goose 
was listed as an endangered species in 1967. Nonnative fox 
populations were controlled, nesting habitat was protected 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18


